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Dr. Skinner discussed with Mr. Hollingshead the laters*s 
request for information about comments regarding his 
canning experience and interest being a handicap to 
him as a representative of dehydration work. Dr, 
Skinner declined to give him any specific statements 
but said it had come to his attention several times in 
casual conversation. This did not seem to satisfy 
Mr. Hollingshead. 


Dr. Milner reported in to discuss with Dr. Skinner 
trie subject of his proposed conference with Mr. Jasspon. 
Dr. Milner was to see Mr. Herrick and Dr. May previous 
to his conference with Jasspon. 


Mr. Senseman came in to discuss the question of the 
preparation of a report for Gove H&nbidge. It was not 
clear to Dr. Skinner why these reports had been called 
for, so a conference was called for the afternoon 
for Speh, Teuton, Senseman and Dr, Skinner, at vhich 
time it was determined to change the plan of making 
reports. Mr, Senseman is to be responsible for 
the summarizing of reports submitted monthly bv the 
several laboratories and Bureau offices and*these will 
be reviewed and marked by Senseman. Frcm such data 
i f uton prepare a weekly report for Hambidge 

who will make up the ARA statenent for the secretary. 

This report in due in Hambidge's office every Monday 
maxaijag afternoon. The report is to be submitted 
to the Chief's office every Monday morning by Mr. 

for^Mr* Hill”' th 7 t the bi-m °nthly report prepared 

for Mr. Hill might consist of the 2 weekly reoorts and sue 

other material as Mr. Teuton and Mr. Senseman think 
desirable. 


Cheatham and Sens came in and the latter told Dr. Skinner 
that his trip to Muncie, Pa. was quite satisfa ctory - 
that the Sprout-lftaldron Company had agreed to build the 
cutter and thought that the specifications ordered 
would be ready in about 6 weeks. Mr. Sens was unable 
to guess how long it would take to build the cutter after 
the material is received. 
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kr. Speh, Mr, Donovan and Dr. Skinner went to the 
rubber conference in Dr. Auchter’s office at which 
time Mr. Granger reported on the orders received from 
^ r * ^ffers to release of the acreage of leased 

land in California to the growing of vegetables. It 
was decided that the research program would not be 
interfered with. 


Dr. Milner, Dr. Balls and Dr. Skinner hed a mnCor 





rmen- 



date the young ladies working on the dried eggs for 
Mr. Tennohlen. It was decided that Mr. Speh would 
contact Dr. James and try to mate arrangements. 

Mr. Paine disouseed with Dr. Skinner the difficulty 
he would be under in trying to rearrange his files 
here and reorganize them in New Orleans if he is 
to lose his clerical force. He wanted to know if 
Miss Thomas could be sent on a temporary appointment 
to New Orleans to work for two months in order to get 
the files in iiiape, Dr. Skinner said he would discuss 
the matter with Mr. Donovan and if Miss Thomas could not 
go he would undertake to see that someone did go who 
was competent to handle the files. 

Dr. Swenson called on long distance to discuss certain 
matters with Mr. Donovan. Dr. Skinner advised him 
of the letter which he had written regarding the check¬ 
ing of the Yoakum Engineering Company’s machine at 
®8ikland, and asked him to make the cursory survey on 
Monday and send a light letter Monday night so 
Dr. Skinner might discuss the matter'with Mr. Martin 
of BEW on Tuesday, 

Dr. McCall of BPI discussed with Dr. Skinner snd Mr. 
Donovan availability of funds for him to make a trip 
to Manhattan, Madison and Wooster under the rearrange- 



at once. 





ZrA ^ a y * Apri1 2 (continued) 

Mr. Flavin of the Secretaries office called and told 

in’th^'L t m 6 SeC ' retar y for the R il®y oolumn 
. # ashington-ximes Herald had asked him for an 

WRiW^n T d i S °oT S the C8Se Whi0h 118(3 been mentioned 
y Ril-y on March 24 concerning the moving of a person 

rom Canfomia. to Washington and then back again. 

i-r. okinner told Mr. Flavin that this evidmtly referred 

to Dr Sando 8nd «p lalne d to Mr. Flavin the entire 

Sth^hTfin Vin Said he ™»ldheve a conference 

with the Riley representative at 2 o'clock Monday after- 

Tthrf W ° Uld ^ h8Ve 8 short statement oft^ 

said h o^ P +v ragr u PhS GOnfimin f v.-hat Dr. Skinner had 
aid over the phone. Dr. Skinner asked Mr. Speh and 

hZ ::r™ the dat a and have it ready for 

him on Monday morning so he could send it to Mr/ 

Flavin by 12 o'clock. 




Dr. Price called to advise D r . Skinner that the pack- 
ty PBA was beginning this morning end that he was 
pleased with the way it was being organized. 

?*sr. Speh and Mr. Donovan came in to discuss with Dr. 
Skinner the statement prepared for Flavin regarding 
Dr. Sando's transfer from California to Washington 
and beck, This was sent my messenger to kr. Flavin 
at 11:30, a carbon copy also being sent to Dr. Auchter 
by messenger . 

Dr. James called about the temporary accommodation 
in his laboratory of two or three people to work on 
dried eggs. He saw Mr. Stuart but had to leave before 
Dr. Skinner was free. 

Dr. Skinner discussed w'ith Dr. May the memorandum sent 
to Dr. Auchter in regard to the rumor about the transfer 
of the Navel Stores statistics to AKA. Dr. May suggested 
that the matter be taken up with Dr. - Auchter.ixxkk* C 

In the afternoon Dr. Skinner did take the matter up 
with Dr. Auchcer who said that the memo we had sent 
over was too indefinite but if the facts were as 
explained to him and he co\:ld have a memorandum to 
that effect he would go to bat with the matter, if 
the evidence Justifies it. He suggested that Speh pre¬ 
pare a memorandum showing the relation of the statis¬ 
tics work to our research and how it was developed, and 
its value to the research program. 

In addition to the above. Dr. Skinner also discussed 
with Dr. Auchter the memorandum sent to Mr. Flavin. 

Dr. Auchter stated that as soon as he received his copy 
of the memorandum he immediately went over to see Mr. 
Flavin because he does not want any further unfavorable 
comment about our work if it can be avoided. 

In discussing the Sando matter with Dr. Auchter, Dr. 
Auchter said that the rehabilitation of the plastic work 
was coming at him from several angles and that he did 
not yet know what the final pressure would mean. He 
asked therefore that all of the equipment be kept 

toother In the transfer ef the phytoohmioal laboratory 
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to the WRRL. Dr. Skinner pointed out to Dr. Auchter 
that the project on the methacrylate plastic was closed 
out July 1, 1941 by Jardine who was then allotting the 
funds under the Bankhead-Jones Act. Dr. Auchter was 
apparently not aware of this but said he was glad to 
have the information. 

Dr. Auchter discussed with Dr. Skinner the matter of the 
interchange of personnel being transferred out of Wash¬ 
ington to the several regional laboratories. Dr. 

Auchter said he would leave this matter to Dr. Skinner's 
decision, stipulating that the Bureau keep within the 
framework of the order from the Budget Bureau. Dr. 
Auchter requested that Mr. Donovan notify Mr. Schoenhals 
of any changes which were decided upon. Dr. Skinner 
has advised “r. Donovan to explore the matter of taking 
up interchange questions with Mr. Jump's office. 

(See. Dr. Skinner's memo to Speh and Donovan dsgfed 5/4) 


Mr. Herrick and Dr. Skinner discussed at lunch the 
question of the protein work. Mr. Herrick suggested 
that all. of the wheat protein work be transferred to 
the HEEL. He said he had already discussed the matter 
with Dr. May and that Dr. May said it was not a matter 
for the ARA to handle coming dow n, but that if the 
matter came U£ to than for consideration they would 
handle it. Mr. Herrick asked Dr. Skinner to consider 
such a change, in the work. Dr. Skinner asked if Mr. 

5® d taken the *stter up with Dr. Swenson and he 
said No . Dr. Skinner then suggested it might be 
worthwhile to have a general conference of all the labora¬ 
tory chiefs and inquired if Mr. Herrick favored having 
such a conference sometime in June or July. Mr. Herrick 
was agreeable to such a conference. Later, Dr. Skinner 
discussed the matter with Mr. Soeh and asked him to 
sound out Dr. Swenson on his trap regarding an available 
time for a conference ®1 ling all of the regional directors. 

Dr. Wells discussed with Dr. Skinner the difficulties 
which they were experiencing with the new orders about 
procurement, especially the proposal of the Budget 
Bureau to require all requests for procurement to first 
exhaust the possibility of transferring all equipment 
from other Government agencies. 
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Vi. Parker Jones called and suggested that he would like 
to have a conference with Dr. Mottern on May 10 
and then have Dr. Mottern available for a deposition 
on May 11, Dr. Skinner pointed out that he (Dr. 
Skinner) wouldbe in New Orleans all of that week, and 
suggested that the conference be held May 5 and 6, Mr. 
Jones said he would try to arrange this with his client 
and with the attorney for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Herrick called to advise Dr. Skinner of his talk 
over the long distance phone with Dr. Hilbert. Hilbert 
reported a very satisfactory meeting of the Central 
State Governors at which Senator Gillette discussed the 
rubber program and paid the NRRL a very flattering 
compliment on the good work which had been done. Dr. 
Hilbert also reported on the experimental work which 
had been done with damaged wheat in the production 
of alcohol and said he would send in a report which 
might be used in a conversation with Mr. Lemke. 
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Bureau Chiefs' meeting in Dr. Auohter's office at 9:20 
attended by Dr. Skinner. Dr. Auchter brought up 
again the matter of the consolidation of small operating 
units* expressing the belief that it is desirable to 
have lines of work rather broad and that the setting up 
of small units of a man, two or three assistants and a 
clerk, tends to organize the ■work at too low a level. 

It was pointed out to Dr. Auchter that the rather 
refined breakdown which has developed is due in part 
to the reclassification which puts a higher premium on 
adriinistrati^V and it has therefore been necessary to 
develop the adninistnative side in order to get the 
higher personnel rating from P-4 to P-G. Dr. Auchter 
asked that this be considered as a special order of 
business for the April 20 meeting in his office. 

Dr. Auchter also expressed the idea that it would be 
a good thing for an interchange of men between stations 
and between stations and Vvashington on a 3 or 4 year 
basis. He thought the work would profit and and men 
also. There was considerable adverse comment on this, 
especially for men in the higher levels who had already 
become pretty well rooted in various research problems 
at specific locations. 

At a luncheon conference in Dr. Skinner's cffice, there 
was a discussion with Dr. T/Vells about the points raised 
by Dr. Auchter and Dr. Skinner suggested a laboratory 
chiefs* meeting, sometime in the early summer, perhaps 
in July, in either Chicago or Peoria. Dr. V/ells was 
favorably inclised to this, as was also Mr. Herrick 
when it was discussed with him later. 

Mr. Stuart called to discuss the proposed work for 
Mr. Tennohlen fcKXXBXHxiiyxjtijtk*j| being temporarily 
carried on at College Park with Dr. James. Later 
Dr. Skinner discussed this with Dr. Auchter who was 
unfavorable to doing the work at Maryland and felt 
it might be well to place it with Besley at Beltsville. 
Mr. Stuart was asked to look into this and if it 
could not be done at Beltsville to transfer the work 
to Philadelphia, first discussing the matter with Mr. 
Donovan • 
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After the close of the Bureau Chiefs’ meeting. Dr. 
Auchter told Dr. Skinner of a request from the 
Brazilian Ebbassy to have Dr. Goresline spend an addi¬ 
tional month in Brazil. Dr. Auchter was not in favor 
of this but said he did not see hew we could avoid 
approving it. Dr. Skinner suggested that he take the 
matter up with Temohlen and with Stuart to find out 
Just what the situation is before advising Mr. Christy 
of the Foreign Offioe. This was done and later a report 
made to Dr. Auditor that Mr. Kinghorn of Mr. Termohlen’s 
office suggested that approval be given to the extra 
month's^stay in Brazil for Dr. Goresline, and at Dr. 
Skinner s suggestion to bring McFarlane in to supervise 
the dried egg work, if necessary, if this meets with 
the approval of Termohlen’s office. At. Dr. Auchter’s 
direction Dr. Skinner called Mr. Christy’s office and 
left the message in harmony with the above to be sent 
to Goresline. Dr. Christy's clerk said that a copy 
of the cablegram to Goresline will be sent to Dr. 
Skinner. 

Dr. Skinner called M r . Caragol of the BEW office 
(in Mr. Martin's absence) in regard toMr. Martins’s 
about the Yoakum Machine in Oakland, California 
to be developed for cracking babassu nuts. Dr. 

Skinner was told by Mr. Caragol that Mr. Martin is 
now' in Brazil and that arrangements have been made with 
the W. E. Marvin Company of Few York to build 
machines for the purpose of cracking babassu nuts. 

Mr. Herrick came in and Dr. Skinner approved his 
recommendation to the appointment of Mr. Tanner. 



Wednesday, April 7, 1943 


185 


J. 0, Reed discussed with Dr. Skinner the possibility of 
his accepting the place made vacant by Dr. Monvid. He 
said he would like to keep the matter open for a few 
days as he had one or two other things in mind. 

After a conference at Beltsville, Mr. Stuart indicated 
that the egg work could be done there, but feels it will 
be better to transfer a part of the force to Philadel¬ 
phia, and this was decided upon. 

Dr• Phillips came in to discuss some rearrangement in 
the plans to transfer him to Peoria. He said if there 
was any way possible to arrange it, he would not go to 
Peoria, and suggested that he might make a contact 
with the Bureau of Dairy Industry. He said that Dr. 

•Carey of that Bureau had discussed with him the advisa¬ 
bility of continuing the hemicellulose work and of how 
much interest it was to the Bureau of Dairy Industry. 

He said Dr. Carey had advised him that he proposed to 
take it up with Mr. 0. E» Reed with the hope of convinc¬ 
ing Dr. Auchter that the work ought to be continued 
at Beltsville with Dr. Carey. Dr. Phillips rather naive¬ 
ly suggested if the Bureau could do so to transfer the 
money which supported his work to the BDI. Dr. Skinner 
told Dr. Phillips on would interpose no objection what¬ 
ever to his (Dr. Phillips) kxiaczfjCBZ making any contact 
agreeable to him with the BDI, but that he would not 
recommend to Dr. Auchter the transfer of any funds - that 
this would be a matter for the determination of BDI. 

Dr. Phillips stated that he had been advised by Dr. 

Winters and Mr. Marsten that the Bankhead-Jones funds 
are allotted to the individual and not to the Bureau 
and that the funds would follow the individual where- 
ever he went** Dr. Skinner said he had heard of no 
such arrangement and he could not express any opinion aboul 
it until he was further informed. 

Dr. Grewe discussed with Dr. Skinner the possibility of 
her transfer to either the Southern or Pastern Labora¬ 
tory. She said she he d been assigned by the BPI to go 
to Manhattan, Kansas and that was impossible. Dr. 

Skinner suggested that she discuss the matter wdth Dr. 
Wells when he came to the Bureau on Monday. 
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Dr, Skinner and &r. Speh discussed the recommendation of 
Dr. Swenson for the transfer of Dr. De Ed's work to the 
laboratory at Albany, and also Dr. De Eds* statement 
in opposition to the transfer. This matter vdll soon 
be up for final determination because of the necessity 
of renewing the contract with Stanford University, if 
Dr. De Eds' work is to be continued as heretofore. 
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Dr. Balls, Mr. Donovan, Mr. Speh and Dr. Skinner had a 
luneheon conference in regard to the consolidation of 
Dr. De Eds section with the Enzyme Division when the 
latter is moved to Albany. Dr. Balls pointed out that 
if Dr. De Eds program could be developed more particu¬ 
larly along the line of biochemistry and less along the 
line of pharmacology, he thought it would be possible 
to consolidate the work but this would necessitate the 
removal of Dr. De Eds and his laboratory to Albany. 

It was decided that Mr. Speh would discuss this with both 
Dr. De Eds and Dr. Swenson on his forthcoming trip to 
Albany. 

Dr. Auchter called to his office Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh 
and Mr. Donovan to discuss the alleged unsympathetic 
action by this Bureau towards those who are seeking 
transfers to other units. In addition to the three 
above-mentioned men from this bureau there were present 
Mr. Cardon, Dr. Woodbury and Mr. Sehoenhals. Dr. 

Auchter stated with some degree of exasperation that 
Mr. Graves of the Personnel Office had come to him in 
considerable agitation to report on the lack of sympathy 
on the part of the Bureau of Chemistry towards certain 
of his personnel. He mentioned specifically Dr. 

Jamieson, Dr. Matlack, Dr. Phillips, Mr. Reed and Mr. 
von Loesecke. Dr. Auchter was rather indefinite and 
would not say w r ho had filed any such oharges. He men¬ 
tioned the above five names however in connection with 
Mr. Graves visit to him. Upon questioning by Dr. 
Skinner, Mr. Sehoenhals said that Mr. Graves reported 
that the Bureau had first showed lack of sympathy in 
transfers which wtiixrfaxaiBpxiKfca later developed into 
distinct hostility. Dr, Skinner demanded to know who 
made any such charges but could get no satisfaction 
and arise*. Dr. Skinner asked if any such charges had been 
filed by Mr. Wyckoff or Mr, Johnson, as a result of 
their conference with Mr. Dbnovan and him about Mr. 
von Loesecke's transfer for e period of 60 days. As 
evidence that there was no opposition, he called Dr. 
Auchter*s attention to the fact that he had reported 
Mr. Wyckoff’s request and his decision to send Mr. 
von Loesecke to work with Wyckoff. Mr. Wyckoff left 
Dr. Skinner’s office leaving for future determination 
by Dr. Auchter what the final arrangement should be. 

Dr. Auchter indicated his recollection of this occurrence, 
which is reported in this Journal 
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Dr. Skinner rather heatedly refuted any such charges and 
said he would like to have a hill of particulars. He 
also remarked that he could not expect to keep up with 
the slanderous gossip going around the Department, and 
it was his opinion that when such statements are made 
there should be a requirement to reduce them to writing 
so that one could see definitely with what he is 
charged. Dr. Auchter seemed to be satisfied with 
the further discussion but requested that the five persons 
named above be cilled in individually and told specifi¬ 
cally that there was no intent on the part of the Bureau 
of Chernistry to interfere with the rights of personnel 
to accept employment in other units in the war effort 
and retain all of their rights and priviledges under 
the reemployment as set up by the ^resident. 

At this point llr. kxxkxbx remarked that there could be 
no doubt but about the Bureau’s position as there was no 
position to take except as above - that neither Dr. 

Auchter or anyone else could deny anyone the privi¬ 
lege of taking advantage of reemployment rights for 
six months after the duration of the war, as set up 
by the President himself. 

For some reason unknown to Dr. Skinner Dr. Woodbury 
brought into the discussion the question of unanswered 
letters in the work being handled by Mr. Paine and Mr. 
Hollingshead. He said that he understood there wrere 
700 such unanswered letters, which was evidence of 
something beiftg wrong in the Bureau. Dr. Skinner re¬ 
called that he had only known within the last few days 
that there had been any delay in the handling of mail in 
the Agr. Chem. Res. Division and that he had started an 
inquiry. He stated that he knew Mr. Hollingshead had been 
out sick for some time but that he also knew that Mr. 
Hollingshead was giving overtime effort to keep the 
work up and that he personally knew that he often stayed 
after hours in order to accomplish this purpose. Mr.* 
Donovan pointed out that it was impossible to secure 
temporary help and that even if they had been notified 
of the lack of available help in that Division, he had 
only recently been able to secure two persons for tem¬ 
porary' service. Dr. Skinner told D r . Auchter he would 
look into the matter at once. 

Dr. McCall came to Dr. Skinner’s office to discuss with 
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him and with Mr. Donovan the financing of his trip to the 
West, and also the statement which was handed to him 
about the transfer of materi&l under the decentraliza¬ 
tion of the cereal chemistry work. A request was made 
for the retention by this Bureau of a special ultr-violet 
lemp which Dr. McCall approved and initialed. Dr. Me 
Call also discussed the situation in regard to Dr. Grewe 
and said he was offering her a place at Madison which 
she did not sean to wish to accept, and he was not sure 
what the final arrangements would be. 
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Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan discussed the 
matter brought up by Woodbury the day before regarding 
the 700 unanswered letters. Dr. Skinner immediately 
called Mr. Hollingshead and Miss Thomas and directed 
that the unanswered correspondence be sent down to his 
office. This was hastily examined by Dr. Skinner, Mr. 
Spen and Mr. Donovan. Practically all of this material 
was found to be requests for publications by this 
Bureau by other bureaus. Some of these had come to 
the Bureau after being partly answered in other bureaus. 
Many of the requests were on post cards. Much of the 
printed matter - circulars, mimeographs, etc. had 
already been assembled and attached to the inquiry and 
were ready for placing in the envelopes for mailing. 
After this analysis by Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh and Mr. 
Donovan, Mr. Hollingshead was called in, and also 
Miss Thomas, and the matter was discussed.* Dr. 

Skinner issued explicit instructions to Miss Thomas that 
she was to stop al 1 other work and immediately take 
charge of the issuing of these replies. Miss Thomas 
pointed out that some of the replies could not be 
issued because they were waiting for mimeographed 
material from the West Coast. Analysis showed that 
there were 652 letters in all, which according to Mr. 
Hollingshead, and confimed by Miss Thomas, come in 
approximately at the rate of 50 inquiries per day. 

It was indicated that most of it could be handled by 
a form mimeographed letter. Dr. Skinner immediately 
divided the material into several categories, with 
Miss Thomas specifically in charge of the execution of 
the plan. All of the material which required no answer 
but merely enclosure, was turned over to two 
oolored messengers, Mamie Jackson and Bpgene Herbert. 

Thelong hand letters (44) waiting to be typed were 
turned over to Miss Hayden and Mrs. Yates. Miss Thomas 
personally was to handle the unassorted accummulated 
material and at her suggestion, Tom Johnson, another 
colored laborer, was put in charge of withdrawing from 
the files the reprints and mimeographed material 
which is available for replies to such inquiries. 

Dr. Price was instructed to follow out the request of 
Dr. Auchter to have all of the phytoohemical equipment 
held together for shipment to Albany, especially that 
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part whioh had to do with the plastic work, 

J. 0. Reed cane in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
Monvid vacancy and said he would like to have afew 
more days to make a decision* Dr. Skinner called in 
Mr. Donovan and together they talked with Reed who 
said he had not made any report to Mr. Graves of the 
Personnel Section. He did say he had put his name on 
the list for possible transfer, which Mr. Jack, at Mr. 
Donovan’s direction, had prepared for the Department 
personnel office. Mr. Redd was very appreciative of 
the sympathetic support of both Dr. Skinner and the 
Bureau in his effort to secure a place which would 
pejmit him to remain in Washington. It was explained 
to Mr. Reed specifically about his reemployment rights 
under the presidential order, which he apparently knew 
all about. 

Upon request, Mr. von Loeseoke came in to discuss with 
Dr. Skinner and Mr. Donovan his work with Wyckoff. He 
expressed his distress at the possibility of him and his 
wife having to move to New Orleans. He was also very 
much concerned about the work with Wyckoff and its 
permanency. He said that he knew that his name had 
been put on the list of requests for transfers to 
be sent by Mr. Jaok to the Personnel Office of the 
Department. Mr. von Loeseoke expressed his sincere 
desire to remain with the Bureau and expressed his 
appreciation of the sympathetic support which Dr. Skinner 
had given him, and a like feeling on the part of others 
in the Bureau. His rights under the reemployment 
privilege were explained to him and it was the first 
time he had heard of this provision and he seemed very 
pleased to receive the infomation. 

Dr. Skinner and Mr. Stuart attended a meeting called 
by Dr. Woodbury in the latter's office regarding the 
results of the examination of some of the products 
obtained by the use of the Stacom press. Present at 
the meeting were Mr. Stacom and Mr. Poindexter* Mr. 
Stuart’s report was not very satisfactory. The 
bacterial counts whioh he disclosed, both he and Mr. 

Stacom admitted AmSfeS^s^little significance be cause 
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of the rather unsanitary conditions under which the 
vegetable material had been put in the press and the 
dirty conditions surrounding the operation. Dr. 

Skinner was not very much impressed by the work and 
suggestions of Mr. Stacom and was wholly unimpressed 
by the claims set forth by Mr. Stacom as to the steri¬ 
lizing effect of the pressures generated in his 
press in the extraction of juice. However, when 
Dr. Woodbury wanted to know if the laboratory would 
be interested in carrying on experiments with such a 
press. Dr. Skinner told them if they would agree upon 
what the press would do and the objectives which we 
are interested in seem to justify it, that he would 
undertake to have a press set up in one of the 
regional laboratories to make an experimental pilot 
run. He could only do this however with arrangements 
either with Mr. Stacom or the Worthington Pump Co* 
and indicated he would be glad to entertain some propo¬ 
sition from either or both of the companies to this end. 
Mr. Stacom suggested it would be well to have a further 
conference with the representatives of the Stacom Press 
and the Worthington Pump Company, and this was ataRijdckakjc 
tentatively arranged for Tuesday, April 13. 
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Mr. Donovan and Dr, Price cane in to discuss the 
plan and progress of the moving. Dr. Price was told 
that if Dr. Sando and Mr. Swift could get together 
in a written agreement by which the equipment which 
Mr. Swift had heretofore used could be loaned to him 
for the work to be conducted at the SRRL, Dr. Skinner 
would approve it and Dr. Price could then have the 
material packed for shipment to New Orleans. 

Dr. Matlack came in and discussed with Dr. Skinner and 
Mr. Donovan his desire to remain in Washington. Dr. 
Matlack stated emphatically he had no resentment to¬ 
ward the Bureau regarding the move, but it was just 
one of those unfortunate things, and peculiarly unfor¬ 
tunate for him financially. He explained that he had 
looked into the matter and the railroad fare along to 
move his family to Albany would be #480. He says he 
ha8 four boys, one in the University of Virginia, and 
his financial resources are taxed to the limit and he 
just cannot make a move that would involve such an 
enomous expense. When asked if he had anything else 
in mind he said he thought he had a good lead for a 
position with Mr. Wilder in the FDA, but just the day 
before, because of the ceilings placed on employment 
by the Budget Bureau, he was now afraid that his 
hopes in this direction would not materialize. His 
rights for reemployment in case of transfer were clearly 
explained to him and he apparently already knew about 
it. He asked if there would be any possibility for 
him to go either to Philadelphia or New Orleans, but statec 
that the expense of the trip to New Orleans would be al¬ 
most as much as the move to Albany. He expressed the 
highest regard for Dr. Balls and said it was the regret 
of his life to separate from Dr. Balls’ unit where he 
felt he had done such excellent work under pleasant and 
satisfactory surroundings. 

At the request of Dr. Skinner, Dr. Jamieson came in to 
discuss his proposed transfer to New Orleans. He 
said kKXKBiubi on account of his wife’s health it would 
be impossible for him to accept such a transfer 
and he was expecting some of his friends in the BEW 
to take care of the matter for him. He said there 
had been some delay in this action however because 
his personal contact in BEW was now in Brazil and would 
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not be back for several weeks (Mr, Martin). Dr. 
Jamieson said he had not oontaoted anyone in the Per¬ 
sonnel Office but had given his name to Mr. Jack who 

prepared the list of requests for transfers fcartrk 
above referred to. The proviso of the Fresiden't 

order was explained to Dr. Jamieson, protecting his 
rights to reemployment for a period not to exceed 
six months after the duration of the war. Dr. Jamieson 
said he was glad to hear this as he had not heretofore 
understood this provision of the order. He was told 
specifically that the Bureau and Dr. Skinner would aid 
him in every way in securing other employment 
outside of the Bureau which he might think desirable. 

Because of serious neuralgia. Dr.Skinner left the 
Bureau about lil5 and went home. He was called at 
his homeaboub three o’clock by Dr. Auchter and asked 
if he knew a man by the name of Gordon who had offices 
in the Press Bldg., and who was secretary of the 
Pat and Oil Association. Dr. Skinner told Dr. Auchter he 
may have heard of him but did not know him or his rela¬ 
tionship to the oil work. Dr. Auchter said he had had 
an urgent request from him for the transfer of Dr. 
Jamieson to BPI, arguing that the oil work was properly 
within the BPI, it being mostly the product of oil 
bwaring plants and seeds. Dr. Auchter had wanted to 
send the letter over to Dr. Skinner with his proposed 
reply. Dr Skinner asked him to read it over the 
phone, which he did, and was told by Dr. Skinner that 
the reply was in accord with his understanding of the 
plan for the transfer of Dr. Jamieson and his work to 
New Orleans. Dr. Skinner felt the position as taken by 
Dr. Auchter was entirely sound, based on the judgnent 
already rendered to decentralise the work of the BA&IC. 
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Mr. Donovan came in at 9 o’clock to disouss the progress 
of the work assigned to Miss Thomas. Dr. Skinner called 
Miss Thomas and asked for her report. She stated that 
in the 1-1/2 days’ work they had gotten out about 500 
of the accumulated requests for publications and that 
she would like to have Eugene Herbert and Mamie Jackson 
continue with the work and said she thought they would 
have their part of it cleared up by Monday afternoon. 

She said that only Mrs. Yates was working on the 
44 handwritten letters, so Dr. Skinner immediatedly 
called Miss Hayden and told her to please drop what 
she was doing and assist Mrs. Yates in getting the typed 
material out on Monday. This she promised to do. Miss 
Thomas said that about l/S of the assembling which was 
being done by her personally with the help of Tam 
Johnson had been accomplished. She hoped to complete the 
Job on Tuesday. 

Dr. Woodbury called about the proposed dehydration exhibit 
in the patio. Dr. Skinner said he had heard nothing 
about it. Dr. Woodbury said it was Just being organized 
by FDA and that the material was to be installed at once 
and was the same material that had been used by Mr.Hambige 
jQ HfflX Xa it SKK in the exhibit at the Mayflower Hotel, 
which Dr. Skinner had not seen, Mr. Hambidge then 
came in on the phone and explained what it was all about. 
Dr. Skinner expressed some surprise that an attempt would 
be made to have a dehydration exhibit without any 
developed plan of prethought being given to it. He 
explained to Mr. Hambidge that material of this kind 
is generally not developed for exhibit purposes and that 
the material so used for exhibit is only done as an 
after-thought• Dr. Skinner expressed his concern at 

any attempt at a oatohandoatchcan exhibit. If a thing 
is worth doing, it is worth doing well, and so far as 
we are concerned most of the material which we should like 
to display in such an exhibit is at Albany, Calif. He 
also explained that some of this material is in the 
process of periodical examination and is not available 
for exhibit. Dr. Skinner indicated it would be vary 
unfortunate for this Bureau to be called upon to parti¬ 
cipate in such a show with only very limited material which 
would in no way truthfully represent the expenditure and 
effort which this Bureau had been making in the dehydra¬ 
tion work. In general, Mr. Hambidge agreed with this and 
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said he would attend a conference with FDA and asked 
•cnat the matter be postponed if possible until 
material which would make a proper showing could be 
brought to Washington. Mr. Hambidge was to advise 
Br* Skinner after the meeting# 

conf™ 8 ' Mr : and Dr * Skinner to a luncheon 

conference, at which time numerous matters of interest 

° f 19 operation of the regional laboratories 
were discussed. The effect on the work by the estab¬ 
lishment of ceilings was explored and the necessity for 
readjusting the programs was considered. 

in*rep«rr? e +n Mr i HoUinpshead in for a conference 
in regard to the development of the agricultural 

chemical division after the work is transferred to 

New Orleans. Dr. Skinner expressed to Mr. Hollingshead 

„ 8 f°f oern about the direction of the work - that if 

n?vf ai ?r apcepts the position as Assistant Director 
of the SEHL, a new Division Chief will have to be ap¬ 
pointed. Mr. von Loesecke’s determination not to 
go to New Orleans would of necessity alter the Bureau’s 
Or. Skinner asked Mr. Hollingshead pointblank 
oLnM Ul ^ interested in going to New Orleans, and 

hlf* * j h !u W ° rk &S Division Chief, and Mr. Hollings- 
head repiied that he would, and asked if his wife’s 

He & i«?^v ld »« per ! 1 ^ t t0 ^ ertak « such a transfer. 

He said Yes" - that his 5 or 6 years spent in New 

£ kJs 8 V f / 6arS ag ° h8d been ver y satisfactory 

to Mrs. Hollingshead and she would look forward with 

o£TTm t °„ g ?, i ? g ^ Ck t0 that cit y* Or. Skinner pointed 
t J r * H °^ inf-3head that in bhe selection of a 
® bi * f 0f bh ® division it was his opinion that Hollings- 

d l Ul tu e flrSt preferenoe * “ext preference 

ld J* 5 Baloh » the next BeavenJs, and then Veldhuis. 
j k ' nn fr asked Hoilingshead to think the matter over 
and give him the benefit of his advice. 

Dr. Skinner and Mr. Stuart discussed the results of the 
staoom press experiment and did not agree on anv 
plan for future work. fix. y 

Dr. Auchter called about ten minutes to five to discuss wit 
Dr. Skinner some personnel matters. He said he had iust 
come from a half hours* conference with Sando, in 
Sando’s cffice, with Mr. Reed present. Dr. Sando had 
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previously discussed with Dr, Auohter the possibility of 

o»r TfV 0 /® >nd h,d * Sked ^ AuohLr to 12 

® qUipment whioh WRS feeing packed 
? P^yt° ohemistr y laboratory. It was not clear 

transfer tTBEW JU w W l! at t ? i8 had to d ° with Dr * Sando’s 
L T ?f J ’ bub he made no comment on that phase 

.. th station. Dr. Skinner asked Dr. Auchter if 

! & u y ob J ection to Ws transfer to the 
r “ d ® aid he h® d boen offered a position by M r . McCamy 
« not efecutive assistant to Milo Perkins, to a 7 

lust what°^ t:L ^ n +- bUt it , was not olear ^ Dr. Skinner 
just what the duties would be. He said that Mr. Reed 

till IT2t2l trRn f! er < b0 Bm in a P-6 position. From 

lust vhat^Sn h ? r was “ 0t clear to Dr# s dinner 

just vhat Sando or Reed are to do in BEW, but upon Dr. 

kinner expressing the opinion, it was probablv^ome 

phase of dehydration work. Dr. Auchter said perhaps 

Dr ’ Skinner assured him that the Bureau 

as Dr ob ^ eotion whatever to such transfers, 

as Dr. Sando and M r . Reed desired to make. 

Dr. Auchter then referred to the matter of the transfer 
«tani«son and^aid he had just had some other 
letters about Dr. Jamieson, one from Gardner of the 
Oil, Paint and Varnish Institute. Mr. Gardner had 

Waah^ £ d th6t ^ J8Clieson be retained in 
ref«i^!° n h®*® 118 ® of his v& lue a s a consulting and 
erence agent. Dr. Skinner told D r . Auchter that 

transfer BPlT+T ° b ^ ction at all to Dr. Jamieson’s 
^L f r. t0bPIbUt he pointed out that it had been 
decided by Dr. Auchter himself that the oil work should 

agr^d^^d^hat 1 ? ° M PU ° e With this Dr * Skinn ^ 
foT+ha r ? h h ! saw no reason for changing the plan 
for the development of the oil work at Hew Orleans, and 

116 +. e BD »°f ^ look with disfavor transferr ing Dr. Jamie- 

him t °n BPI A if v«f t mSant transfer ring the money with 

for'r ’r. admitted there was no justification 

r nS n 6r ? d that the BPI hadao money with 
which to onploy Dr. Jamieson as a consulting agent. 

I™* poinfced out thfi t Dr. Jamieson’s situation 

Iwas no different to that of Max Phillips, George 

thL'°tn a «? de8ir ® transfers «feich would permit 

TZTJ? IT 7 ” i a off t0n Rnd Would °® rr y the money to 
support them. Dr. Skinner remarked to Dr. Auchter 




198 


Monday, April 12 (continued)-4 


he assumed that he. Dr, Auchter, had thought this all 
over in the beginning end it was a part of the justifi¬ 
cation of his decision to decentralize the work and 
consolidate it in the laboratory where similar work is 
being done, and that Dr. Skinner could now see no reason f< 
for changing the plans because some commercial interests 
would like to keep some of the interested parties here 
in Washington. Dr. Auchter raised the question about 
the transfer of some of the equipment to Beltsville and 
Dr. Skinner asked him if his determination to transfer 
the material in Room 5126 was final. Dr. Auchter said 
he did not know anything about it. When it was recalled 
to him that it was the little room Dr. Skinner had 
spoken about retaining as his own laboratory. Dr. Auchter 
said he did reoall it but had not instructed Mr* 

Bryan about the equipment. He said if Dr. Skinner wished 
to retain the laboratory that would be his decision and 
he would immediately give orders to Mr. Bryan in hannony 
with such a decision. He did say however that he could 
not speak with finality for Mr. Thatcher and that would hai 
have to be for future determination. He was told by 
Dr. Skinner that in none of the plans submitted to Mr. 
Thatcher for the transfer of the laboratories to either 
Beltsville or the field was this laboratory included. It 
had been specifically excluded after Dr. Skinner had 
talked it over with him (Dr. Auchter). Upon suggesting 
to Dr. Auchter if he would like to see the laboratory, he 
said he would, so they visited the laboratory, which was 
found in bed condition. It was explained to Dr. Auchter 
that this laboratory had recently been occupied by 
Mr. Griffin in some of the camouflage work, and that 
Griffin was now packing up in preparation for his moving 
to Beltsville. Dr. Auchter made some other observations 
in regard to space which need not be recorded here. 
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Mr. Donovan and Dr. Wells discussed with Dr. Skinner 
the difficulties of meeting the ceiling limitation on 
personnel. Dr. Wells reported that it would be 
necessary for him to drop 13 people on the temporary 
roll* 


Mr. Poindexter called and said he would make a appoint¬ 
ment to discuss the Stacom press with the representa¬ 
tives of the Worthington Pump Company on Thursday 
afternoon, April 15 at 3 o'clock (later changed to 
Friday at same hour) in Dr. Skinner's office. 


Dr. Sando discussed with Dr. Skinner his proposed trans¬ 
fer to the BEW. Dr. Sando stated that he did not know 
just what the work would be and seemed reluctant to say 
very much about the contact. He finally did admit that 
it had something to do with dehydration and that he 
would probably spend part of his time in Cuba. He also 
inquired about his reemployment rights and privileges 
and the matter was explained to him in considerable 
detail. He seemed very well satisfied with the statement. 
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Dr ! f k J“ ner discussed several matters with Dr. Browne 
and told him that so far as he knew there would be no 

°? an *' in of his quarters on 
4. v ff ^ floor, and that it was unnecessary for him 
° about it. Dr. Skinner expressed the hope 

that -here would be no change but With Chester Davis 
coming in and space having to be made for him and 
his coworkers, there was a remote possibility that all 
of tiie office space in the South Bldg, would have 
to be released, and perhaps we would all have to be 

ransfered to one of the apartment houses over in 
town# 

Dr. Balls and Dr. Skinner discussed the matter of 
promotions and salary adjustments for his staff. 

ff* P° inted out tha * he could make no written 

commitments and that he could not either say or do/ 
anything that could be interpreted as offering a 

Z r S frtfT ° Ut ° f Washin eton. He explained to 
Dr. Balls that any action that would give color to 

ST him -*»»»—*. 

®! ed “ d J“r* Stuart in to discuss with Dr. 

Skinner the data prepared by Stuart interpreting the 
results of his experiments with the Staeom press. 

r. Skinmr expressed his dissatisfaction with the way 
wie inaterial was put up # J 

Mr. Senseman discussed with Dr. Skinner the data which 

of ^ Br - ?“• th. allotment 

Of projects to the regional laboratories, especially the 
work on protein. Dr. Skinner also discussed with ” 

proposal of Mr * Herrick to be released 
fro* the obligation not to do fundamental protein re- 

mtf 0 ! 1 " 0 ? ? heat * Mr - Herri <* thinks that Dr. 
Hilbert should be permitted to cariy through the full 

projeot on both wheat and corn, which would include the 
protein angle, which has formerly been assigned to 
Dr. Swenson of the WRRL. Dr. Skinner also asked 
Mr. Senseman to look over the program of the various 
to determine in what respect the programs 
In h ' >n "° I,ir With ** '"Watton. 
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Dp. Skinner asked that this data be placed on his desk 
before noon on Monday so that he might prepare for 

20th meetinC ^ Dl "* Auohter ’ s offi °e on Tuesday, the 


After discussing the possibility of assigning Mr. Goss 

fro™°M k Mr. Jasspon, as requested in a memorandum 
from Mr. Hutson to Dr. Auchter, Dr. Skinner called Mr. 
Herrick who questioned the advisability of undertaking 
the work on a reimbursable basis, but Mr. Herrick 
said he would prefer for a limited period to carry 
Mr. Goss on his payroll, provided Mr. Jasspon would 
agree to pay all traveling expenses. He was told that 
Mr. Jasspon indicated that the work would not take more 
nan tvro weeks and that he only wanted two or three 
plants surveyed. A letter was written to Mr. Hutson 
f* 8 gnatur* and sent over by messenger 

covering the above, and Mr. Hutson was told that Mr. 

oss Ti»uld be ready to undertake the work for Jasspon 
beginning either Monday or Tuesday, April 19 or 20 
La ^ r * Dr * dinner again talked with Mr. Jasspon who 
said it was unnecessary for Mr. Goss to come to Washingtoi 
that he would either call him on long distance phone 
or send instructions by air mail. V 


-—The letter from Hutson to Auchter was dated 
April 6. It did not reach the office of the 
Chief of this Bureau until the afternoon of 
the 15th. The answer was sent my messenger on 
the same afternoon to Dr. Auchter*s office 
about 5130 . 
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Dr. A. Baird Hastings of the Committee on Medical 
Research (Dr. A. N. Richards, Chairman) called on 
the phone regarding the latter sent to Dr. Richards 
on March 20 about the xaiidity availability of aspara¬ 
gus juice. Dr, Skinner explained that this letter 
was sent only as a matter of information. Dr. 

Hastings wondered if this information had been sent 
to Dr. R, J. Dubos and others who might be interested. 

r * Skinner read the list to whom Dr# Swenson f s 
letter of March 20 was sent. Dr. Hastings thought 
it might be well to also send copies to others and 
indicated that he would send in such an additional 
list. (List received and sent to Dr. Swenson 4/21) 

Dr. L. V. Burton and brother came in to talk to 
Dr. Skinner about the general development of food 
packaging and among other things raised the question 
about the sugar from sorgo. Dr. Burton said he had 
been contacted by a Mr. Rice and he was to publish a 
short paragraph in FOOD INDUSTRIES regarding the 
matter. Dr. Skinner suggested to Dr. Burton that 
before he did so he should contact Mr. Paine because 
this Bureau has done a lot of work on sorghum covering 
a long period ot time, going back as far as Dr. Wiley 
and Dr. Peter Collier. Dr. Burton was surprised and 
said he would like very much to have the information. 

Mr. Speh called on long distance phone from Albany 
and asked to have immediate attention given to the 
contract with Meyerharuser Timber Co. and the 
Oakex Company regarding the purchase of $2500 worth 
of tan bark. He said the bark was settling and 
action must be had quickly. Dr. Skinner instructed 
Mr. Donovan to implement the matter as sodn as the 
data is received. Mr. Speh advised that Dean 
Hutchinson is sending a letter to the Secretary 
urging the Western Laboratory to conduct a short 
school on dehydration at Albany to instruct engineers 
of experiment stations so that they might carry the 
message to producers in the Western regional area. 

Mr. Speh stated that he had sent a wire to Woodbury 
about the conditions of the plant at Bakersfield 
(Kern County Dehydration Compary) of which Mr. 

Camp is President. He stated that the situation is 

dangerous - that the local representatives of the AMA 
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have refused to sanction the operation of the plant 
unless all of the equipment is certified to bv Van 
Arsdel. 

As previously arranged there was a conference in Dr. 
Skinner’s office regarding the proposed cooperative 
undertaking with the Worthington Pump and Machinery 
Corporation. The following persons were presents 
M. J. Stacom, J. E. Holveck and Paul Disemis (Worth¬ 
ington Pump Co. representatives), Mr. Poindexter, Dr. 
Canning, Dr. Woodbury, Mrs von Loesecke, Mr. Paine, 

Mr. Reed and Mr. Stuart) - After some general dis¬ 
cussion it was agreed to enter into a cooperative arrange¬ 
ment between this Bureau and the Worthington Pump 
Company whereby the Stacom Press would be shipped to 
Albany, Calif., free of cost to the Government, set 
up there personally by Mr. Statom (inventor of the press) 
with the help of assistants that he would take with 
him to California, and the engineers and technicians 
of the WRRL. At the WRRL, mechanical help for the 
operation of Idle press will be furnished, Mr. Stacom to 
remain there to take general supervision. The WRRL 
will undertake to get the material in the liquid form and 
from there on will see what can be done with the 
laboratory dehydrators, provided the liquid material 
has all of the valuable components. 

It was unanimously agreed that the best place to make 
the test of the Stacom press is at the WRRL. 

.the Worthing Pump Co. representatives agreed that the 
press would be shipped to Albapy by the best and quickest 
means available, on or about May 15 , with normal expectan¬ 
cy that the press will arrive in Albany, certainly within 
50 days,. (Dr. Canning indicated he might get some 
special priority for a fairly early deliveiy after 
shipment) 

Mr. von loesecke was asked to prepare a rough draft of 
the proposed memorandum of agreement. 

Mr. Cardon called Dr. Skinner in regard to a representa¬ 
tive from this Bureau to furnish information to committees 
which have been set up by Dr. Tolley to advise Mr. 

Appleby, the Department’s representative at the 
Food Congress to be held at Hot Springs, Virginia. 

Dr. Skinner said that the only man available for such an 
assignment was Mr. Hollingshead. Mr. Cardon said he would 
name Mr. Hollingshead for this job. (Dr. Skinner advised 
Mr. H. by phone of this arrangement) 
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Mr. Paine called to see Dr. Skinner about the Burton 
statement on sorgo sugar. He had gotten together the 
abstracts and other data he thought Dr. Burton ought to 
have. It was the intention to send this material to 
Dr. Burton but later Mr. Paine called and said he had 
gotten in touch with Mr. .Burton and Burton had been 
given the data personaU^ancT'Mf.* Paine had been a sked 
by Dr. Burton to write an article for FOOD INDUSTRIES. 
Later, Dr. Burton called Dr. Skiniter from the hotel 
and said he had been very glad to follow Dr. Skinner’s 
suggestion in contacting Mr. Paine and confirmed the 
statement that he had asked Paine to write an article 
for his journal. 


Dr. Woodbury came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
request from Dr• Hutchinson to the Secretary regarding 
the dehydration school of instruction for station 
engineers. It was agreed that this ought to be 
acted on favorably, and a telegram was drafted for 
the Secretary's signature, suggesting that the school 
might get started on May 3 for a period of two weeks. 

This was to clear through Dr. Auchter and Dr. Ski nner 
advised on Monday morning of the final action so that 
he could communicatexwi* the matter to Dr. Swenson. 

Dr. Skinner told Dr. Woodbury of the conversation he had 
with Mr. Poindexter about the compression of food 
products. Dr. Skinner pointed out that Mr. Paine 
knew more about this subject than anybody around the 
Department and told Dr. Woodbury of the conversation 
Paine had had with him after the Stacom press conference 
yesterday. Dr. Skinner and Mr. Paine pointed out to 
Poindexter the need for securing, even for a temporary 
period, personnel well versed in compression engineering. 
Mr. Poindexter asked if J. 0. Reed could do such a job and 
said he had been thinking of offering him a position to 
undertake something of the kind. 

Dr. Skinner and Dr. Woodbuiy also discussed the possi- 
bilily of Mr. Loomis of E.G.Loomis Co., 128 So. ll*th St. 
Newark, N. J. in connection with the engineering phase of 
the above project. Mr. Poindexter said he would furnish 
the money if we could find the engineer to do the job. 

The matter is left for further consideration. Mr."Wood¬ 
bury pointed out that Mr. Poindexter had asked him about 
the possibility of securing the services of L. H. Bailey 
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for this job. Dr. Skinner expressed his surprise at 
such a proposition. 

The following phone message was received from Dr. 
Auchter's office late in the afternoon; 

"Dr. Auohter is arranging a conference with representa¬ 
tives of agriculture interested in kok-saghyz and guay- 
ule with the Russion Rubber Commission. The time is 
tentatively set for 10 o’clock Thursday, April 22, in 
Dr. Auchter’s office. Dr. Auchter also wants Dr. 

Wells and Mr. Speh to attend this meeting.” 

Mr. Lothrop was contacted at the ERRL and requested to 
notify Dr. Wells of this arrangement, and a notice was 
also sent to Mr. Speh. 
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Mr. Goss discussed with Dr. Skinner the work which he 
is to do with Mr. Jasspon and was advised by Dr. Skinner 
to see Dr. May before he made contact with Jasspon. 

In a long distance telephone call. Dr, Swenson discussed 
with Dr. Skinner his telegram about the dehydration 
school to begin May 3 , His objection to such an early 
date was based on the inability of the Eastern represen¬ 
tatives to get to the meeting. When told this was not 
necessary. Dr. Swenson agreed to go ahead with the 
arrangements for May 3. 

Mr. Morse of BPIS&AE called to advise that either he 
or Mr. Carrter would be present ay the regional 
directors meeting in Peoria, but would not make a 
report. 

Dr. Auchter called to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
desirability of transferring the information and editorial 
work under Mr. Teuton to Dr. Auchter*s office. He 
stated that on either Friday or Saturday he had been 
contacted by Mr. Jump and told that with the setup 
of ARA it was very evident that information units with 
high-salaried leaders could not be maintained in each 
of the divisions - that they would have to be consolidated 
in Dr. Auchter s office. Dr. Skinner said he would like 
to take the matter under advisement and that he would 
consent to *“r. Teuton and his clerk going but he did 
not see tiie justification for taking over the editorial 
work and combining it with Hambidge's information work. 

Dr. Skinner told Dr. Auchter that the matter of changing 
the setup for Mr. Teuton had been discussed as it was 
evident that he must reduce his office because of 
the transfer of so many of the units to the field. Dr. 
Skinner said he would like to think the matter over. 
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Bureau Chiefs' meeting in Dr. Auchter's office at 9;30. 

An hour and a half was spent by Dr. Auehter discussing 
the report of the House Bill and what it meant to the 
setup in ARA. 

The following group met in Dr. Skinner's office to dis¬ 
cuss -the subject of compressed foods, especially flour 
cereals and dried vegetables: Dr. Woodbufiy, Mr. Poin-* 
dexter. Mr. von Loesecke, Mr. Loomis, Mr. Paine, Mr. 

Speh and Dr. Skinner. It was decided that M r . Loomis 
should make a survey of the processes on the market 
and report back to Dr. Skinner and Mr. Pindexter. Mr. 
Poindexter raised the question about having Mr. Bailey 
doing the baking work to test the products that were 
developed by the compression methods. It was pointed 
out that the baking had better be done at one of the 
baking laboratories, preferably at Beltsville. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Mr. Hollingshead the possibili¬ 
ty of his going to New Orleans and he said that he 
positively would not go if he could get anything else 
to do. ° 

Dr. Skinner called Mr. Hambidge and advised him that four 
samples of compressed food had arrived from Albany and 
asked him if he wishes to have them sent over for the 
exhibit. He said please do so. This was done. 

Mr. Salter of BPIS&'AE called about sending out the 
samples of cereal products preserved in methylacrylate 
resin. He said he would be glad to have them to place 
on exhibit at the Cereal Laboratory in Beltsville. 

This was agreed to and Dr. Sando so advised. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan the 
proposal from Dr. Auehter about the transfer of Mr. 

Teuton's office. Dr. Skinner had decided to take the 
matter up further with Dr. Auehter and both Speh and 
Donovan agreed this would be a good idea. 
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Dr. Swenson cal led on long distance phone about plans 
for Ihe dehydration school and also inquired about 
the approval of the Western Hemlock bark agreement. 

difffcn?^ ter C !i, led ^ ad7i3e that he was having some 
. in Setting Mr* Loomis on the payroll but 

hoped to have it consummated in a day or two. Dr. 

.inner told him about the memorandum from Hr. Paine 

arrane * d te 8md hi " » <><W. 

Dr. Wells. Mr. Speh.and Dr. Skinner attended a rubber 
conference called by Mr. Hall of the Forest Service 
to discuss kok-saghyz. Two representatives of the 

Russian Government were present. It didn’t amount to 
much* 

Dr. Lee Smith called to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
development of methylcrylate rubber. 

Dr* 5lf t#r Dr ‘ Skinner on the phone and asked 

"** ," n f r if he knew anything about a dehydration 

set U P and organized at the University of 

heard^o-t-M* 1 " M& ? P~ 15 * Dr * Skinner replied he had 
heard nothing whatever about it. It later developed that 

w«L^ nly 5 erS u n 1 " ho seetned to know anything about it was 
Woodbury to whom the matter had been mentioned a week 

n P re viously but nothing had been said about it to 

£ HI M f; S S eh * Tt was learned ^om Dr. Auchter 
that Dr. Caldwell, Mr. Dodds and Mr. Henry Talber are to 
assist in presenting the program# 

Dr. Skinner went over to Dr. Auchter’s office at 2:30 
by appointment to discuss the rearrangement of the 

fr^wssss ^ r i - 

- Mr . 








Thursday, April 22 ( continued) 


209 


1 


Teuton is really of lesser importance, and showed 
to Dr. Auchter a statement which had been submitted, 
upon request of Morse Salisbury, regarding the possi- 
bilily of combining the information with with 
Salisbury’s office. Dr. Skinner told Dr. Auchter 
that he was perfectly agreeable to the transfer of 
the activities of the Bureau which had to do solely with 
Information, but he was very much opposed to breaking 
down the division which was really an editorial division. 
Dr. Skinner pointed out that the reason the name was 
changed was because under the conditions that prevailed 
in the Information Division of the Department under 
Mr. Eisenhower it would never have been possible to have 
gotten Mr. Teuton in to Grade 6, which he fully deserved. 
That in this division in addition to the information work 
there had been assigned Mr. Holman, who was really 
an assistant to the chief and had been for years, that 
there was also the work on patents, the position recent¬ 
ly held by Dr. Monvid. Dr. Skinner explained to Dr. 
Auchter the staff organization which he had proposed 
to set up, which is absolutelytfaecessary now, esoecially 
because of the decentralization and the moving of certain 
of our division people who heretofore have acted 
as staff officers. Dr. Auchter told Dr. Skinner the 
decision.would be left to him - that if he preferred 
to have it stay just as it was, that was the way it would 
remain, but that he had had conversations with Mr. 

Jump at which time the numerous positions of Chiefs of 
Information had been discussed with Mr. Jump, which 
positions were regarded by Mr. Jump as being veiy vulner¬ 
able. In order to save these positions it was agreed 
by Mr. Jump and Dr. Auchter that the personnel should 
be detailed in some way in Dr* Auchter 1 s office# In 
discussing the matter with Dr. Auchter, Dr. Skinner very 
emphatically opposed any consolidation of the editorial 
work of this Bureau and expressed it as.his opinion that 
it was most unwise for any of the iulsxraliSi work to 
be set up under Gove Hambidge who. Dr. Skinner felt, 
is trying to run BA&IC. Dr. Auchter told Dr. Skinner 
there was no thought of Mr. Hambidge running anything, and 
upon further rather strenuous conversation in which Dr. 
Auchter expressed a lack of knowledge of any attempt to 
build up an organization under Mr. Hambidge, and of 

told°hS S ^r>, t0 >, i i SCVeral bureaus > Dr- Skinner 

told him that he had better find out what was going 

on under his nose. Upon being asked to be specific 
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about it and Dr. Auditor* s suggestion that he call in 
Mr. Hambidpe and discuss the matter. Dr. Skinner said 
he did not wish to be put in the position as that of 
a tattler - that Dr. Auchter was running his own 
office and that Dr. Skinner did not propose to be put on 
the spot as a purveyor of gossip and suggested to 
Dr. Audi ter t at he ought to know what is going on 
and the reaction of the bureaus to the consolidating 
and directing6f the editorial work. It was finally 
decided that Mr. Teuton and his clerk would be detailed 
to Dr. Auchter’s office to carry on with Mr. Hambidge 
the information work - that Mr. Teuton would still 
remain a Bureau employee and that he would still retain 
the position on order not to jeopardize his salary - 
that so far as the Bureau is concerned he would be under 
Dr. Skinner’s direction and in an advisory capacity, 
carry on the editorial work* Dr. Skinner told Dr. 
Auchter that he proposed to put Mr. Holman in charge 
of the technical review of manuscripts and technical 
data that is coming out of the several laboratories, 
especially the four regional laboratories, and in 
this decision Dr. Auchter acquiesced. Dr. Auchter said 
he thought the move ought to be made immediately and 
suggested that it be made tomorrow, the 23rd. He 
also suggested that a rearrangement ought to be made 
at once so that the rooms would not be left vacant 
because of the danger of having them assigned to other 
people before we can make our proper readjustments. 

Dr. Skinner told Dr. Auchter that the transfer of Mr. 
Teuton andhis clerk would mean he would probably bring 
Mr. Holman, Mr. Jarrel and Mr, Irwin down stairs to 
occupy the quarters released by Mr. Teuton and that 
the big room, 5125 - 27 * would probably be released. 

Dr. Auchter said that before doing that he thought the 
situation ought to be canvassed so as to avoid the 
release of office space as it might be needed by the 
Bureau later on. The matter was settled very 
definitely and in closing the interview Dr. Auchter 
said that he vrould defer to Dr. Skinner's judgment 
if his final judgnent was that the office of editorial 
and information work of the BA&IC would be left as 
it is - that is the way it would be. Dr. Skinner 
insisted however that he wanted to go along with 
Dr. Auohter's desires-that he had already talked with 
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Mr. Teuton about the over-staffing of his office 
the possibility of putting into that office some of 
the necessary correspondence that has been going to 
Hollingshead, Paine and others, which would have to be 
taken care of here after decentralisation. Dr. Skinner 
pointed out to Dr. Auchter what some of the decentraliza¬ 
tion means and suggested that Dr. Auchter had not fulty 
appreciate just what would have to be done to meet the 
disadvantages which would knot be offset against the 
advantages in such a scheme. Dr. Skinner brought to 
Dr. Auchter's attention very emphatically his resentment 
of Mr. Woodbury bringing to the attention of the 
group in his office recently the delay in answering corr¬ 
espondence in Agr. Chem. Res. unit, and the manner in 
which Woodbury had thrown it on the desk with the comment 
that there was something wrong in the Bureau of Chemistry. 
Dr. Skinner pointed out that there was nothing wrong 
with the bureau and he wanted Dr. Auchter to realize 
that there would be delays at times, but so far as the 
bureau was concerned, nothing was wrong. Dr. Skinner 
said he resented Woodbury's embarrassing him by throwing 
such a thing on the table in a semi-public conference 
in Dr. Auchter's office. He explained that the very 
next morning he called Mr. Speh and Mr Donovan to his 
office and demanded that M r . Hollingshead send all of the 
unanswered correspondence to his (Dr. Skinner’s) office. 

By actual count there proved to be 652 requests for 
publications which for one reason or another had not 
yet received attention, pretty generally because of 
lack of material for enclosures. After making an 
analysis, Dr. Skinner called Mr. Hollingshead and Miss 
Thomas to his office and expressed very emphatically his 
resentment at the spreading of a report about the delay 
in answering of correspondence, asking why it was done. 
Miss Thomas said the office had been swamped with work, 
but admitted she usually leaves, along with the other 
clerks, at 5 : 30 . Dr. Skinner pointed out to her that 
other people have to stay - and do stay - overtime to 
keep the work current, including the Chief who has to stay 
eveiy day until 6, 6»30 or 7 o’clock in order to get the 
work done. Dr. Skinner told Miss Thomas he was releasing 
her from all other duties and that she should take 
hold of this material and get it out immediately. 

Miss Thomas took hold of this woric in a very vigorous way 
and with the help of three colored messengers, - » 
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and one typist (who typed about 25 longhand letters) 
cleaned up the entire accumulation in 2j| days. - Dr. 
Auchter expressed his concern about Dr. Skinner’s re¬ 
action to Dr* Woodbury’s criticism and said he was 
sure Woodbuiy did not mean anything by it. Dr. Skinner 
replied that whatever his intention was - to him it was 
offensive and he resented it. 

Immediately upon his return to his office. Dr. Skinner 
called in Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan and laid the matter 
of the detail of Mr. Teuton and the arrangement of the work 
of his division before them, and they agreed with Dr. 
Skinner’s decision, as expressed on previous pages of 
this Journal. Dr. Skinner then got in touch with Mr. 
Teuton who was about to leave for his home, and asked Mr. 
Teuton to be in his office the first thing Friday morning 
for a conference with Speh, Donovan and Dr. Skinner. 
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Mr. Teuton came in at 9 O'clock to discuss with Donovan, 
i>peh and Dr. Skinner the proposed plan to detail him 
to Dr. Auchter*s office to work with Gove Hanbidge in 
the preparation of the information data for this bureau 
as it relates to the work of the ARA, and such other 
duties as Hambidge and Dr. Auchter might assign to him. 

Dr. Skinner stated to Mr. Teuton essentially what is 
transcribed on the previous pages of this Journal for 
Thursday. Dr. Skinner pointed out to Mr. Teuton that 
he was proposing to put Mr. Holman in charge of all 
the technical details of the editorial work- that he, 

Mr. Teuton, was being relieved of the responsibility * for 
editorial supervision, but that the manuscripts would 
still me made available to him for abstracting such 
material as he cared to use in the informational work. 
Also, Mr. Teuton is to act in an advisory capacity to 
Mr. Holman, but Mr Holman is to be directly responsible 
to the Chief of the Bureau. Tha plan is to have M r . 

Teuton in Dr. Auchter*s office on detail, and the place 
in this Bureau will be held open for him should it be 
necessary later to have him return to the work. This 
is a measure to protect his present grade and salary, 
and Dr. Auchter was very emphatic that it is his desire 
^ have this done that that there is no thought of 
Mr. Teuton being other than a Bureau employee, carried 
on the Bureau’s rolls, but simply detailed temporarily 
to Dr. Auchter's office. 

Dr. Skinner then ailed in Mr. Holman and told him of 
the proposed set up and what he expected. Mr. Speh 
and Mr. Donovan were also present and the matter was pretty 
fully canvassed. r y 

Dr. Balls amd Dr. Skinner went to lunch and had a con- \( 
ference in regard to the recommendations of Dr. Balls ^ 

for increases for members of his staff.# Dr. Balls 
was very earnest in advocating certain changes and asked 
that prompt action be taken in regard to Mrs. Dale. Dr. 
Skinner pointed out that it would be unwise to do 
|anything to give any color to the suggestion that people 
who were going out of Washington were being given a 
bonus for doing so and that he thought it very unwise 
to attempt any gemeral promotion of his staff at this 
time, although fully deserved. v Dr. Balls and Dr. Skinner 
returned to the office ty continue the conference, calling 
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in Mr. Donovan to join in the discussion. It was 
decided that a recommendation be made at once for 
promotions for Mr. Tucker and Mr. Axelrod, and also 
for Mrs. Dale, although Mr. Donovan pointed out very 
strenuously that this would be so incompatible with 
the plan of organisation both in Washington and else¬ 
where, that if the change in grade for Mrs. Dale is 
insisted upon it might jeopardize the whole thing that 
Dr. Balls is trying to do. tf The other pointed issue 
with Dr. Balls was in regard to the program of fundamen¬ 
tal work on protein. Dr. Skinner advised him that Mr. 
Senseman was making a survey of the entire allot¬ 
ment of the protein work and he did not see that it was 
necessary to bring the matter up now as a part of the 
project of decentralization of Washington laboratories. 
Dr. Skinner told Dr. Balls that he expected to have this 
protein matter discussed at a conference of the Directors 
which he is calling for the early part of June. 

This protein matter will be one of -the principal matters 
for discussion. 




Satur day, April 2k, 19fi3 21? 

^ &nd . called to inquire if Dr. Skiriner would have 
any objection to his approaching Mr. Fleck of the 
Naval Stores Division as a replacement for Dr. E. P. 
^larke who is resigning because of ill health. Dr. 

twJ’T* Dr * Annand that there would be no objec¬ 

tion by this Bureau. 

Dr. May called to ask that certain data be secured for 

:?V 8 *° f . the De P artaient delegates to the Food Congress 
a i°m ^P rin E s f an< * asked to have the material on his 
es uesdav morning. Mr. Speh undertook to accomplish 

" r ' ^ Mr - to P r 9 P ar ® 

Dr. Woodbury came over to discuss the two papers on dehy¬ 
dration submitted by Dr. Caldwell which had been question- 

weU S a^ ri a ?°S hiP ° f ** TOrk b6ing done * Cald " 

well and the dehydration work being done by this Bureau. 
There was quite a difference of opinion between Mr. 

f^h D r\ S ? n ?® r md Dr * Woodbur y ab out the leadership 
in the dehydration development. Dr. Skinner refused to 
approve the papers even though it was alleged by Dr. 
Woodbury that criticisms by the WRRL had been made. Dr. 
rSkinner pointed out that some of the criticisms applied 
rf bbe work and the justification for pub¬ 
lication. It was finally decided that Mr. Speh and Mr. 
Holman would review the revised manuscript on Monday. 

Dr. Richards called to ask about the possibility of 

Dr. Coghili taking over supervision of the manufacture of 

1 J i f* 4 . D I* SkinnBP is bo discuss this with Coghili 
on his trip to Peoria. & 


Dr. Hanzlik of Stanford University called to discuss the 
proposed renewai of the contract for Dr. DeEds work. He 
said that he desired to have the space vacated which is 
not occupied by De Eds and wanted to know if the Bureau 
would be in a position to fix up quarters for Dr. DeEds 
work in an adjoining building which has been secured by 

If he University. H « sa i d it was an old three-story 

'dwelling ample for Dr. De Eds* purpose, but would require 
a great deal of refurnishing for laboratoxy use. Dr. 
Skinner told Dr. Hanzlik he did not think there was a chance 
of anything like that being done and told him of the propose 
to transfer Dr. DeEds* work to Albany. Dr. Hanzlik ex- 
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Pff S ri the h0 P® that arrangements could be made by 
which the space occupied by Dr. DeEds could be released 

D f E ? S WaS n ° lon S er working in pharmacology, 
and biochemistry is more properly itt some other division 
than in Ms (Dr. Hanzlik’s). He finally said to let 
the matter ride for awhile but if arrangements could 
be made to get DeEd's work transferred elsewhere on 
or about January 1 , he would appreciate it. 

Dr * Phillips called to discuss his proposal to set up 
a oankhead-Jones project under Dr. Cary in BBI. Dr. 
Skinner explained that it was not within his province to 
suggest any allotment of funds for such a protect to be 
directed in the Bureau of Dairy. Dr. Skinner'told Dr. 
Phillips if he could persuade Dr. Cary and Mr. Reed to 
approach Dr. Auchter for an additional allotment of 
Bankhead-Jones money for the nutritional phase of the 
hemicellulose work that he would be willing to send a 
memo ran Aim to Dr. Auchter suggesting that the #2500 

Z nn!f?r. TOneS m ° ney Whi0h has heretofore been allotted 
to Dr. Phillips be transferred to the new project. 
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Congressman Peterson called Mr. Speh regarding progress 
on the U. S. Sugar agreement and was told by Mr. Speh 
that, as premised, the rough draft of the proposed agree¬ 
ment was ready to be distributed to the Bureaus interested. 
The agreement will not be submitted to Mr. F err i s 
until these Bureaus are heard from. 
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As promised. Dr Skinner called Mrs. Herrick to report 
on the condition of Mr. Herrick when he saw him last 
Thursday, 

Dr. Skinner called Mr. Lynch on long distance to determine 
what commitments he had made in regard to inviting Dr. 
Winters to the meeting, as this matter had been discussed 
by Mr. Lynch with both Dr. May and Dr. Winters. This 
left Dr, Skinner an embarrassing position and with 
nothing else to do but to approve the suggestion to 
invite Dr. Winters to the meeting at the Bureau’s expense. 
This was done. 


Dr. Stevsns discussed with Dr. Skinner the inadequacy of 
the report prepared by Mr. Swift for the meeting of the 
Advisory Committee of the NCPA. It was agreed that the 
two reports submitted during the yearbe assembled and a 
foreword written. Mr. Paine was called into the confer¬ 
ence and agreed tfi write such a forword, in conference 
with Dr. Stevens, and also outline a probable program for 
the next year or two. 


Pe. Skinner called Dr. Woodbury in regard to the meeting 
of the International Food Conferenace at Hot Springs. 

He asked Dr. Woodbury if he was familiar with the 


confidential agenda for the meeting and it appears that 
Woodbury is familiar with it. Dr. Woodbury had not 
seen the article in NEWSWEEKfor April 26. Dr. Skinner 
suggested he should see this. Dr. Skinner also discussed 
with Dr. Woodbury the conference which had been called 
by Dr. Haines in regard to dehydration, particularly of 
meat. D r » Skinner stated he 

knew nothing about such a meeting and was advised by 
Woodbury that Hollingshead was attending the meeting. 

In reply to this. Dr. Skinner informed Dr. Woodbury 
that Hollingshead had never reported to him, but may 
have reported to Speh, which might have caused embarrass¬ 
ment to Dr. Skinner. Dr. Skinner said that he felt that 
he should have been invited by Dr. Woodbury and that 
the fact that he was not invited was evidence of bad 
staff work. Woodbury accepted this but said there was 
also bad staff work in the BAIG as he had learned that 
Hollingshead had never been informed about the 
dehydration school in California, Dr. Skinner recalled 
that this was decided the day before he left for Peoria 
and he assumed that Mr. Speh had taken it up with Mr. 
Hollingshead. 
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Dr. Wells discussed with Mr. Speh and Dr. Skinner the 
delay in occupying the building at Salinas, as set 
forth in the metter from Mr. Granger. Dr. Wells 
was considerably exasperated by the tone of the letter 
and said he was fully aware it was written by Mr. Hall, 
probably for the purpose of putting us on the spot. He 
said it was not in accord with the facts nor the agree¬ 
ment, which is that Dr. Wells is to be ready to transfer 
some of his men to Salinas on or about May 1st, because 
at that time it was presumed -the work would have pro¬ 
gressed fair enough to permit the transfer to Salinas, and 
even though the building had been completed prior to the 
May 1st date, it did not mean that the work in Philadel¬ 
phia is ready for transfer. Dr. Wells said he would 
prepare the reply but would have to take the letter to 
Philadelphia for information which was unavailable to 
him in Washington. 

Dr. McCall and Mr. Dickson of the cereal laboratory 
at Madison called on Dr. Skinner and presented a 
program covering the enzyme work on barley as it relates 
to the genetic work at the Madison station. After 
discussing the outlined program with them. Dr. Skinner 
suggested that Dr. Dickson consult with Dr. Balls 
and also with Dr. Coghill. Dr. Dickson decided to 
remain over until the next day to confer with Dr. 

Balls/ 

Dr. Auchter called a conference in his office attended by 
Dr. Skinner, Mr. Paine,Dr. McCall, Mr. Cardon and Mr. 
Salter in regard to the program for the development of the 
sorgo for sugar project. Dr. McCall reported on the 
amount of seed available and the amount of acres planted 
for this year; Dr. Auchter was very insistent that 
enough should be planted so as to have about 5000 bushels 
of seed ready for planting the following year. Mr. Paine 
made a very clear statement of the relationship of the 
sorgo project to the production of sugar. At the com¬ 
pletion of the conference. Dr. Auchter complimented Mr. 
Paine for his unusually clear and forceful statement, and 
remarked that he had come to expect just such statements 
from Paine in any situation upon which he expressed an 
opinion. 






Tuesday, May U (continued) 


219 


The Bureau chiefs met at I 4 . o’clock. It was announced 
that the Senate hearings would probably start May 10. 

Dr. Auchter asked each of the Bureaus to reexamine their 
legislative authority for work being performed, because 
the interpretation by the committee in the/ecent hearing 
is that any writ unauthorized except in the appropriation 
bill is only authorized for one year and is subject 
at any time later to a point of order. He referred to a 
memorandum to the Committee from the Solicitor pointing 
out the types of legislation which had been enacted in 
previous years which were subject to such a point of 
order. Dr. Skinner asked Mr, Donovan to secure a 
copy of the Solicitor f s report# 

Dr. Auchter again referred to the necessity of making 
some token of economy at the next hearing before the 
House# 
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Dr. Skinner called a meeting in his office of Division 
and Section Chiefs to express the deep concern of the 
Bureau officials in the impact upon the personnel 

brought about by Decentralization* an< 2 bo explain the 
reasons for the move# 

Dr. Goresline reported back from his South American 
trip and questions incidental to the transfer of 
the Microbiological Unit to the ERRL were discussed. 

Dr. F. W. Breuer of the Rubber Division of the WPB 
called to see Dr. Skinner regarding a possible transfer 
to one of the regional laboratories of this bureau. 

Mr. Poindexter came in to discuss the delay in the 
delivery of the Stacom press, but particularly to 
explain the failure to secure the services of Mr. Loomis 
to make the survey. Mr. Poindexter was told that the 
delay was serious because Mr. Paine is expecting to 
leave shortly for New Orleans and this survey should be 
completed before he leaves Washington. 
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Mr, Paine came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner seme 
of the rumors about the preservation of foods, es¬ 
pecially what was going on in the trade for and 
against dehydrated fruits and vegetables* Dehydrated 
meat is also in the picture. Mr. Paine said that one 
of the ugly rumors, which he had no way to check, 
is that the canning interests of the country are 
so apprehensive about the development of dehydrated 
products, especially fruits and vegetables, that a fund 
of $1^000,000 has been set up to counteract any 
successful effort to produce a dehydration industry 
which will be able to carry on after the war. Mr. 

Paine said that the rumor is that the canning industry 
has, wherever possible, placed in high positions in 
various procurement and other units of the Government, 
persons who are supposed to keep fully advised of all 
moves, a Board of Strategy, the puipose of which is to 
accomplish the above purpose. He also said that the 
meat packers are definitely concerned with interfering 
with any peacetime development of dehydrated meats. 
These rumors are very disturbing. 

The signed agreement w'th the Worthington Pump and 
Machinery Company was received late yesterday after- 
noorjand ihis morning was sent to the Solicitor for re¬ 
view. The matter was reported to Dr. Woodbury and 
Dr. Skinner asked him to contact Dr. Auchter with the 
idea of his approval of the general plan of the loan 
agreement so that it would not have to be considered 
after it comes from the office of the Solicitor. 

This is far the purpose of saving time. 


Later Mr. Stacom came in to see Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh 
and Mr. Donovan. He stated that the press was being 



it to Albany. A 
stainless steel inter- 


rebuilt, preparatory to s< 
new stainless steel iingf*„_ 

being cast an d milled, which would delay 
the delivery of the press. He stated he saw little 
chance of the press being delivered to Albany before 
June 1 st. Mr. Stacom was advised about the receipt 
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of the loan agreement and it was discussed briefly. 
Mr. Stacom seemed to be laboring under some kind of 
stress that did not seem to be warranted hy the 
statement which he made about the delay in shipping 
the press. Dr. Skinner remarked to Mr. Speh that he 
wondered why Mr. Stacom had come in for the conference 
anyway. 


Dr. May called and asked Dr. Skinner to get in touch 
with Dr. "Jells and have him come to Washington this 
afternoon as soon as possible, as a very disturbing 
letter had been received from the Rubber Committee in 
regard to the proposed trip of Mr. Hoover to Haiti to 
investigate crypstotegia. Dr. Wells was communicated 
with and later came to %shington to attend the con¬ 
ference with Mr. Speh in Dr. Auchter's office. 

Dr. Balls and Dr. Skinner discussed the papers for the 
change in grade for Tucker, Axelrod and Dale. These 
papers were prepared and initialed by Dr. Skinner, 


Mr. Hollingshead came in and discussed with Dr. Skinner 
the duties of the position which was being set up for 
him as a member of the Bureau's staff organization. 

The items in this statement are as follows* fcoDV ffiven 
to Mr. Hollingshead) 


1 . 


2 . 

2 . 

3 . 

U. 

5 . 


To serve on such committees handling foods, food pro¬ 
cessing and storage, and feeds as the Chief of the 
Bureau may designate and to keep the office of the 
Chief advised of all transactions of such committees. 

To attend such conferences or meetings on foods and 
feeds as the Chief of the Bureau may indicate and to 
report results to the office of the Chief. 

To act as advisor on all matters pertaining to foods 
and feeds and to offer suggestions as to desired amend¬ 
ments in such activities. 

To review all current and proposed activities of the 
Bureau on foods and feeds and to offer suggestions as 
to advised amendments in such activities. 

To review all sports of Bureau activities on foods 
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and feeds and to bring to the attention of the Chief 

all instances of deviation from Original stated ob¬ 
jective of any activity, 

6. To review all proposed publications of the ^ureau 
on foods and feeds. 

7. To offer suggestions to the Chief of the Bureau for 
new activities on foods and feeds which should be 
undertaken. 

8. To prepare replies to such inquiries on foods and 
feeds as may come to the Bureau food specialist. 

9 * To clear all requests for cooperation or reports 
through the Office of the Chief. 


IKKSMIMpCM|tSKqEP3EKS 
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Mr. Speh, Mr. Donovan and Dr. Skinner discussed Dr. 
Skinner’s New Orleans trip and considered matters which 
had transpired in the Bureau during his absence. 

Mr. Senseman came in and Dr. Skinner told him he wanted 
a statement of the work under the Bankhead-Jones Act 
which would show the entire expenditure for the life 
of the several funds, the personnel, publications, and 
a short one or oneandahalf page summary of what has 
been accomplished. It was suggested that Mr. Senseman 
contact each project leader. 

Dr. McCall of Plant Industry called on Mr. Donovan to 
discuss some matters and Dr. Skinner asked him to 
come in to his office to discuss somewhat further 
the transfer of the cereal chemistry work to the 
several field stations of Plant Industry. Dr. McCall 
stated that the program would be prepared as soon 
as Dr. Dickson returned to ^adison and after his 
contact with Dr. Coghill at the Cereal Chemists' meeting. 
Dr. McCall was asked if there was any objection to 
offering a position to Mr. Tom Tremearne, and he 
said that while he had a very high regard to Mr. Tre- 
mearne’s ability and industry, the Bureau of Plant 
Industry would interpose no objection to his being 
considered for a position in this Bureau. 
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Dr. Goresline came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner his 
transfer to FDA. He stated that he had instructed 
Mr. Termohlen to send no further inspection samples until 
the work could be set up in Philadelphia. He stated that 
about 85O samples had to be discarded. Dr. Skinner 
expressed his astonishment and displeasure that these 
samples had not been taken care of because it was 
his understanding that Mr. Stuart would go to Phila¬ 
delphia and take two of the girls who were helping on 
this wd rk, ever^/it was decided that they were not to 
stay in Philadelphia permanently. Dr. Goresline 
stated that white Termohlen understood the situation 
and would not be impatient about the delay in 
handling further samples. Dr Skinner expressed his dis¬ 
pleasure that Dr. Goresline had made all arrangements 
for his transfer without the matter having been taken 
up by Mr. Termohlen or Mr. Kitchen with either Dr. 

Auchter or hfcju Later Dr. Skinner and Mr. Speh discussed 
the matter with Dr. Auchter in the latter’s Office and Dr. 
Auchter agreed to take the matter up with Mr. Kitchen 
and point out to him that the work which we had agreed 
to do for Mr. Termohlen could not be done promptly 
as had been promised because Dr. Stuart and Dr. Goresline 
had both been taken over by FDA. Dr. Skinner told 
Dr. Auditor that he proposed to put Dr. McFarlane in 
charge of the work and the question came up about his 
change in grade. Dr. Auchter stated that he could not 
consent, because of the Department’s attitude in other 
cases, to permit any employ more than one grade jump. 

As Dr. McFarlane is only in Grade 3, it is proposed to 
make him Acting Chief of the Division of Biochemistry 
in Grade I4., with the understanding that he would be rapid¬ 
ly advanced to the higher grades commensurate with the 
positi on* 

The question of Dr. Cardoso’s visit to the Peoria Labora¬ 
tory was under consideration and a memorandum was re¬ 
ceived from Dr. Fracker, a portion of which was sent in 
a telegram to Mr* Herrick. Later when Mr. Herrick called 
on long distance, this was confirmed by Dr. Skinner di¬ 
rectly to Mr. Herrick. A copy of Dr. Fracker ’s memorandum 
regarding this matter was sent to each regional labora¬ 
tories directors. 

The matter of the transfer of Mr. Tremearne was discussed 
with him and Mr. Speh’s recommendation that he be 
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Wednesd&y, May 19 ^continued) 

transferred to the Naval Stores work at New Orleans 
was also discussed. The other position under discussion 
was the patent job which Dr. Skinner explained must 
be filled very promptly. Mr. Termearne said he would 
like to have a little time to think it over. 

Dr. McFarlane came in to discuss the setup for the 
Microbiological Division at Philadelphia, and Dr. 

Skinner outlined to him the three things that he 
wanted done (1) an organization developed, even if 
only temporary, to take care of the work under the con¬ 
tract with Mr. Termohlen; ( 2 ) The development of a 
staff to carry on the general program of the division; 
(3) the formulation of a long-time program covering 
the egg work and such other work as the division 
should undertake to do. Dr. McFarlane said he would 
give an answer the following day. 

The matter of the allocation of Dr. Place was dis¬ 
cussed with Dr. Wells by long distance phone. Dr. 
Skinner warned Dr. Wells about undertaking to accom¬ 
plish things on a personal basis which would embarrass 
him if he attempted to do on an official basis. Dr. 
Skinner explained to Dr. Wells that in most cases a 
man cannot be divoroed from his official status. The 
mere assertion that he has no such intention to violate 
his official status is no good defense against any 
action which may either embarrass him or the Bureau. 

Dr. Wells agreed that perhaps he had acted indiscreetly 
in appearing before the Immigration Board in behalf of 
Dr. Place. Dr. Skinner also expressed his very 
definite displeasure at the apparent developing ten¬ 
dencies to conduct official business under the guise of 
confidential letters or memoranda. Dr. Skinner feels 
there is no place in Government work for confidential 
statements which, if they are put in the file are 
embarrassing, and if left out of the file are still 
more so. Dr. Wells agreed with this. 
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0 . P. Walton discussed with Dr. Skinner the possibility of 
his transferring to the work of Mr. Senseman, and Dr. 
Skinner pointed out there was no such .job, and that 
there was no additional money” to set up a position of 
this kind. 

Dr. McFarlane reported to Dr. Skinner that he was going 
ahead with the organization of the egg work at Philadei- 

]3rljL8l • 

Mr. Stuart and Dr. Goresline came in to discuss with 
Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan the mixup in 
the organization of the work at Philadelphia. Dr. 

Skinner asked Mr. Stuart why the plan which was per¬ 
fected just before he (Dr.Skinner) went to New Orleans 
had not been put through - that Mr. Stuart ard two girls 
proceed to Philadelphia to carry on the egg work and 
what excuse there was for the rejecting of the samples 
which had come in for examination. Mr. Stuart said 
he thought the subsequent memo from Mr. Donovan cancelled 
the obligation to transfer himself and two girls to 
Philadelphia. When it was pointed out to him by Dr. 
Skinner that his own memo had offered the solution of 
going to Philadelphia rather than doing the work either 
at Maryland University or Beltsville in order to fulfill 
our contract with Termohlen, Mr. Stuart still insisted 
that he thought the subsequent memo cancelled this. 

Dr. Goresline said he accepted full responsibility for 
the rejection of the 890 samples but had not done so 
until he had discussed the matter with Mr. Termohlen and 
found it would be satisfactory to him. Dr. Skinner asked 
Dr. Goresline and Mr. Stuart to make arrangements to 
go with Mr. MeParlane to Philadelphia and to be there 
on Monday morning. May 2 i+, in order to get the dried 
egg work started as promptly as possible. He asked 
Dr. Goresline to notify Mr. Termohlen to this effect. 

Dr. Wells came in to discuss some of the rubber work and 
reported on the proposal to send Mr. Hoover to Haiti 
and also to send someone of his staff to Mexico to 
farther investigate the cryptostegia work. 

Parker Jones,Lewis E Lyon (Los Angeles attorney. Dr. 

H.H. Mottern, Dr. Goresline and Mr. Stuart came to 
Dr. Skinner’s office to discuss the deposition covering 

the controversy °n the Stevens patent on the deaera- 
tion of orange juice# 
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Dr. Skinner and Mr. Speh went to Dr. Auchter*s office 
o discuss with him the situation in regard to the 
dried egg work. Dr. Skinner explained to Dr. Auchter 
that both Dr. Goresline and Mr. Stuart had been 
invited to join the PDA, vhich seriously crippled the 
egg work. Dr. Skinner stated that he felt considerably 
aggrieved that the matter was not taken up with 
him before the arrangements were made with Mr. Ter- 
mohneln by Dr. Goresline. Dr. Auchter agreed that 
it should have been taken up with the Bureau or with 
him, and he immediately called Mr. Kitchen to find 
out why it had not been done. Mr. Kitchen was out, 
but later Dr. Auchter called Dr. Skinner to say that 
he had been in touch with Mr. Kitchen who expressed 
his displeasure that the matter had not been taken 
up either with the Bureau or with Dr. Auchter before 

the contacts were made with PDA by either Goresline or 
otuart • 


Mrs. C. came in to discuss the dehydration work 
and said she was on her way to Thopxasville, Ga. to 
look over the plant there which is proposing to 
installs large dehydration unit. Dr. Skinner asked 
her if she had heard the rumor that there is a lack 
ox sympathy on the part of certaincanners, especially 
the manufacturers of canning equipment, concerning the 
development of the Government's dehydration program. 

She said she had heard the rumor but was unable°to 
verify i$*but she understood there was sane justifica¬ 
tion and that a war fund had been underwritten 
by certain parties to either control or to discredit 
the dehydration woric. She said she had been asked to 
make a survey and report on the new plant at Mt. Dora. 
Florida. She said she went there for that purpose 
on the assurance that the whole undertaking was on the 
up ana up, of which she was assured by certain financial 
interests in Chicago. When she reached Mt. Dora how¬ 
ever she found that a building had already been ob¬ 
tained and that the foundation was being laid for a 
certain number of Miller dehydrators. The building 
secured for the purpose was the old Humus Go. plant. 

When she was convinced it was more of a land deal 
speculation, rather than a dehydration effort, she 
immediately called the job off and returned to Chicago 
and rendered an adverse report. She inquired about the 
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activities of the 

Cambridge Tile Co» of Columbus, Ohio. She said she 
had made an adverse report on one such plant but she 
had learned subsequently that Mr. Van Arsdel had alleged¬ 
ly approved it. She said she did not believe Van 
Arsdel had given any such approval, although she had 
heard that he spent one day looking over some of 
their drying equipment. (Better ask Van Arsdel for a 
report on this) 
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Conference in Dr. Auchter's office at 9 o’clock on 
the development of the natural rubber program. Mr. 
granger and Dr. Wells, and others made reports. 

Dr. Hilbert came in to discuss several matters includ¬ 
ing his trip to the West Coast with Dr. Langford. 

He said the request would come in from Mr. Herrick in 
a day or so. He hopes to get action on it before leaving 
on Tuesday of next week# 

Dr. MeFarlane came in to report on the arrangements 
■which were made to carry on the dried egg work at 
Philadelphia and said that he felt he had sufficient 
help engaged and that he was hoping to go to Phila¬ 
delphia Monday morning. 


Mr. Stuart and Dr. Goresline contacted Mr. Donovan v#io 
in turn contacted Dr. Auchter about Stuart and Gores¬ 
line going to Philadelphia to inaugurate the work, and 
then return to Washington. Dr. Auchter indicated he 
was not prepared to approve their going but would ad¬ 
vise Mr. Donovan of his decision Monday morning. 
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Mr. Linton came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
situation in regard to Dr. LeClerc. 

Dr. May came over and discussed with Mr. Speh end Dr. 
Skinner the situation in regard to the relationship 
of the cotton work in the SRRL since Mr. Lynch had 
urged Dr. Skinner on his recent trip to have the matter 
settled as soon as possible. Dr. May expressed the 
opinion that it would meet with Dr. Auchter's approval 
to have Mr. Cheatham transferred to the SRRL, especially 
in view of that fact that both Roland Lee and Mr. Sens 
had 4 »en offered other jobs which Mr. Lynch was sure they 
intended to accept. The situation in regard to Mr. 
Cheatham and his relation to the BA&IC and other agencies 
was thoroughly explored and Dr. Skinner expressed the 
determination to take the matter up at the earliest 
opportunity with Dr. Auchter. Dr. Skinner called Dr. 
Auchter immediately on the phone and found that he 
could not see him either this afternoon or tomorrow but 
probably could see him Friday or Saturday. 

Dr. Skinner asked Dr. May if he had heard anyth in,- about 
the rumor in regard to the relationship of the canners 
to the dehydration work and Dr. May said he had not 
heard anything very specific. Dr. Skinner then told 
him of the rumor which he had heard on his recent trip 
to Chicago which was a repetition of rumors which were 
current shortly after the conclusion of the dehydration 
school in Rochester last October. Mr. Speh, Dr. May 
and Dr. Skinner agreed that the runor was very dis¬ 
quieting. 

Dr. Winters called to ask if it would be all right for 
Dr. Holmes to accompany Mr. 0 . E. Reed to the conference 
at the ERRL and he was advised that it would be quite 
agreeable. 

Dr. Skinner had a conference with Dr. Balls at lunch atYv 
the Cosmos Club at which the problems of his laboratory 
were discussed rather thoroughly. Dr. Balls had evident¬ 
ly heard about the adverse action on the case of Mrs. 

Daie and was in an extremely irritable mood. 4/ He exnressed 
himself as very critical of the entire Bureau, kindly 
omitting the Chief, and intimated that he was going 
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through with the plan although he felt that he had 
been sold down the river. He further intimated that 
he did not expect to continue with the work any longer 
than a sufficient time to get it established in 
California. 

Dr. Auchter called to discuss the temporary detail of 
Dr. Langlykke to the Chemical Warfare service. He 
said the matter had come up before the National Research 
Council and he was told that the transfer was to be for 
the duration. Dr. Skinner told him that he did not 
understand it that say. That Mr. Herriak was under the 
impression ihat the detail would not last longer than 
3 to 6 months, but that it was somewhat indefinite. 

Dr. Skinner told him that Mr. Herrick had informed him 
that if Langlykke were not detailed he would most 
assuredly be taken under some form of resignation, and 
Mr. Herrick is very anxious to retain some claim to 
his services immediately he is released by the 
Chemical Warfare, Dr. Auchter seemed to be reluctant 
to agree to his detail on an indefinite basis. He 
expressed himself as being, greatly impressed with Lang¬ 
lykke 's ability. 
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Mr. Speh called Dr. -.ells at the Eafetern Lab. this 
noon re a proposed memorandum of understanding between 
the forest Service and the Bureau on the emergency work 
at Salinas. Nothing can be found in the Bureau re earlier 
discussion of the matter. Hie memo has been sent in to 
the Bureau from the Forest Service signed by Mr. Granger. 

Dr. ells said that there was no previous correspon¬ 
dence. He talked it over with the Forest Service people 
hixaself, brought a rough draft on yellow paper back to 
the Bureau and went over it with Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Donovan, 
if there are suggestions on the final proposal, please 
send it to the Eastern Lab. for going over. Dr. Wells 
has no further comments to make, and"although he does 
not particularly like the agreement, does not see what 
we can do about it. Before sending to Dr. Auchter, it 
should be passed on by the Solicitor’s Office, lie 
suggested that the Merest Service should write up the 
men© of understanding for consideration by the Bureau. 


Mr. Speh called Dr. Swenson at the Western Lab. this 
noon re: 

(1) Dr. Swenson is to send in a list naming the jobs he 
wants filled, the people for them, the job numbers in 
order of priority. He will not get all the jobs, but some 

of them will be filled, and in order of priority listing. 

* z?j yyj ° 

(2) Dr. Woodbury is planning to leave St. Louis and arrive 
in San Francisco on the 6th. He will be in Albany for 
probably a week and wants to be shown what you are doing, 
to see the dehydration plant operating; to see you turn^ 
out some products; and in general what we are doin? for 
the money being spent. Also plan to take him to some 
commercial dehydration plants. 

(S) We Lave not yet received the Dehydration School report 
here in the Bureau. Dr. Swenson said that Dr. Diehl had 
been side and completion of the report was delayed but 
expected it would be finished and put in the mail today; # 

(4) Hie Efficiency Committee has been sitting and finds 
that all division chiefs in the Western Lab. have been 
rated "very good". This Is not in line with the ratings 





of division chiefs at the otter labs. Dr. Swenson said 
that he rated them the way he thought they should be, 
but did not realize the difference that would be shown 
in comparison with the otters. He is willing to go 
alopg on any reasonable change and is to wire in 
the changes this afternoon. 

Mr. Speh stated that he would approve whatever 
changes Dr. Swenson wished made. 

(5) Mr. Speh informed Dr. Swenson that it had been 
necessary to run off another thousand copies of MG-55 
at a cost of $135 in addition to the $200 for the 
first run. Dr. Swenson said that would be all right. 

Dr. Swenson also said that the Iiemlock bark program 
was coming along o.k. and that they would be ready to 
begin extraction about the 15th of June. Ihey expect 
to receive all the bark they need. 
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Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan talked with Dr. Goresline 
t:iis morning, and based upon: the advice given by Mr. 
Stone of tiie Budget and Finance Office that Dr.' Gores- 
xine and Mr. Stuart could properly be sent to the 
■ ERR ^ Qil regular funds, it was arranged for Dr. Goresline 
to j-e&ve this afternoon and spend Friday and Saturday 
at the ERRL in aiding Dr. McFarlane in the inauguration 
of the microbiological work which has been transferred 
to that laboratory from Washington. It was further 
decided after a discussion with Dr. Goresline that it 
would be unnecessary to recall Mr. L. S. Stuart from 
annual leave to go the the EPJRL for these two'days. 

Miss Prein&ert had been t ;ld by Mr. Stone that there was 
no objection to the Bureau having these two men sent 
tile EKRL under the regular LA procedure in spite of 
the xact that their positions were included in the 
decentralization order. It was Mr. Stone's opinion 
that until they were sent up tnere permanently they 
could properly be directed to go to the EKRL under" 

|temporary assignment. 


This determination by Mr. Stone on the presentation 
° x Eae facts by Mr. Schoenhals is cuite directly contrary 
“O.Mr. Donovan's view tnat when these men go to the station 
whicn is to have been tlieir permanent station under the 
decentralization order and to engage in work the same as 
tncit whj.cn tney shall engage in under the decentralization, 
wnere uid not seem to be any way in which we can prooerly 
direct tnem to tnat station for such purpose by regular L.A. 
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fey 27, 1943 C. F. Speh 


Mr* Ralph Mller of the Chemical Foundation called to 
discuss the use of tall oil for the making of Norepol. 

The availability of soybean oil for this purpose is 
questioned because of the pressure for food requirements. 
Ibis condition was recognized by the N.E.R.L. as they 
investigated the suitability of tall oil for the purpose. 
(An inferior grade of Norepol results unless the tall oil 
is purified by distillation, thereby effecting a separa¬ 
tion of the fatty acids. If this is done, a product 
equal to the soybean products is obtained.) 

P. B. is interested as they are desirous of having 
Norepol made but fear availability of soybean oil. A 
conference is to be held in Dr. Hutchaan’s office (JJ.P.B.) 
Saturday morning, fey 29. 

I have known Mr. Miller for quite some years when he was 
working at the Columbia University under Professor aeon 
on the use of liquid propane as a fractionating medium. 
Evidently, they have in mind investigating this process 
for the separation of the fatty acids or even possibly 
the linoleic acids. 

The Chemical Foundation has never requested that the 
information on Norepol be given them under the secrecy 
order now in effect. I tried to contact Dr. Albert Elder 
of the Patent Advisory Board, W. P. B., but could not. 

Dr. fey was out of the city? so I called Mr. Herrick by 
long-distance telephone who approved ray giving Ihe in¬ 
formation to Mr. Miller. 


J 
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Mr. _iynch called on tne telephone this afternoon to say 
that,as a result of tne release with regard to the Forest 
Service work wherein it was stated that they had planted 
650 acres of goidenrod at Waynesboro, Georgia, and that 
they had a machine to dry tne leaves and that all of the 
leaves would be sent to the Southern Regional Research 
Laboratory, the Associated Press New Orleans representative 
had been directed by the Association to secure a story 
on the Southern Regional Research Laboratory's work. 


Mr. pynch told me that he had advised tne New Orleans 
representative of the Associated Press that they were not 
in a position to give such a story. The Associated Press 
man then told Mr. Lynch that he would write the story 
himself. At this Mr. Lynch stated that he would like 
to see the story before it was put on the wire to come 
to Washington where the Associated Press said it would be 
taken down to the Department of Agriculture for approval. 


I tanked to Dr. Skinner and he said that was probably all 
right but suggested that I taiic with Mr. Teuton so 
Mr. Teuton could clear the matter with Gove Hambidge. 

• Mr. Lynch still being on the phone, I told him of 

Dr. Skinner's decision that it probably would be all 
right for him to review the item before being sent to 
Washington. 

I then told Mr. Teuton my story and he stated there had 
been some difficulty in the handling of the Associated 
Press items out of New Orleans and suggested the 
possibility of advising Mr. Lynch regardless of this 
particular case that for tne duration he understand tnat 
he coui-h advise Press persons that he was not in a 
position to give out information in view of the fact 
that they were working on war projects at the Southern 
Laboratory and that ail stories would have to be 
released through the Washington Office. 


In tne meantime. Dr. Skinner who had gone to Dr. May's 
Office on anotner matter, telephoned back to me to say 
that it was Dr. May's opinion that Mr. Lynch should have 
nothing wnatsoever to do with this Associated Press 


story ana Dr. Skinner suggested that I had better call 
Mr. Lynch right back and so advise him. I did so and 
Mr. Lynch stated tnat he would handle the matter 
accordingly. 

£/V*J 




Saturday, May 29, I 9 I 4.3 

Dehydration conference in Dr. Auchter*s office 



Dr. Auchter expressed the hope that each bureau interest¬ 
ed would resurvey its program with the idea of allot- 
ing additional money to the development of dehydration 
of food products within the sphere or work assigned to 
each particular bureau. This was discussed by Dr. 
Skinner, Mr. Donovan and Mr. Speh after Dr. Skinner's 
return from Dr. Auchter’s office. 




June 
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Dr. May came over to discuss with Dr. Skinner the develop¬ 
ment of the Balls-Tucker method for the sulfite extraction 
of the enzymes of vheat and the application of the 
process, together with the recovery of the byproduct 
protein. He discussed the letters of Messrs. Hill, 

Whitman and Marshall, the latter being instigated by 
Mr. Groggins after he had attended a meeting of the 
Alcohol Advisory Committee on the previous Thursday, at 
nhich Dr. Balls reported on the results of the trial 
runs by his method which were conducted at the Frankfort 
Distillers plant at Brownsville, Penna. Dr. Skinner 
advised Dr. May that Dr. Balls had made no formal report 
to him about the protein recovery method;that the 
enzyme ex traction method has been discussed repeatedly 
since last fall and that Tucker reported on this at the 
wheat alcohol meeting in Peoria in February. Mr. 

Groggins was called on ihe phone and asked where he got 
the report of the yields of protein reported in the 
letter of Mr. Marshall. Groggins stated that the compu¬ 
tations were his own figures based on the figures submitted 
by Dr. Balls at the above-mentioned meeting of the 
Alcohol Board. 

Dr. Skinner, by appointment, discussed with Dr. Balls 
during the lunch-hour, the whole question of the develop¬ 
ment of the work on the Balls-Tucker method for which 
patents have been applied for. Dr. Balls stated 
emphatically that the work is the outgrowth of preliminary 
work done by Balls and Hale about five years ago on 
general methods of enzyme extraction. Upon being told 
that a project had been outlined at the NRRL which in¬ 
cluded such processes and that "this project had been 
outlined and formulated in the fall of 10 U2 , or before. 

Dr. Balls became very much excited and incensed at what he 
seemed to interpret as at attempt to challenge his right 
of discovery and implementation ofthe Bankhead-Jones 
process. He repeated again about his contact with Dr. 
Hillebrand and of the results obtained at the U. S. Indus%i»- 
trial Alcohol plants at Yonkers. Dr, Balls stated that 
he was planning to go on to California but perhaps Mr. 
Tucker should be held here for such service as he might 
give to companies desiring it. TOien it was intimated 
that the process might need more rapid development than 
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could be given by Tucker and Balls personally, he again 
was very much incensed and seemed to see in it an attempt 
to permit_the NRRL to take over and obtain the credit 

hi» Dr - sklnner tried to oonvin,,, 

him of the fallacy of such a position, but without 
success. 
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Mr. Paine came in to ask that no letter be written to 
Dr. Swenson, as proposed, in regard to either Beavens 
or Veldhuis accepting the position with him to head 
up the Agricultural Chemical work in New Orleans. Mr* 
Paine stated that Mr. Hollingahead seemed to have now 
changed his mind and would be agreeable to an assignment 
to New Orleans, and Mr. Paine was veiy much in hopes 
that this would prove to be the solution of the difficult 
situation in reorganizing that work* 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Dr. Auchter in the latter's 
office, the situation in regard to the Textile Division 
in the SRRL. Dr. Skinner stated that he had been advised 
by Mr. Lynch on their recent conference in New Orleans 
that Mr. Lee would probably accept an offer as Director 
of Idle N. C. Technological School at Raleigh, and that 
Mr. Sens had been offered a flattering proposition to 
accept the position of a supervisory job with a textile 
company with plants in Massachusetts, North Carolina, 
and elsewhere* Dr. Auchter was told that Mr. lynch was 
of the opinion that Mr. Cheatham should either return as 
head of this division or that the position should be 
filled and not kept open any longer* VJhen asked 
his opinion by Dr. Auchter, Dr. Skinner stated that he 
believed Mr. Cheatham could render better service to the 
and to the Department by returning to New Orleans to 
this position. With this Dr. Auchter agreed and said 
that before final action on the matter, he would prefer 
to discuss the matter with Assistant Secretaiy Hill 
mho is so interested in the appointment of Mr. Cheatham 
in the position which he now occupies as advisor on 
cotton and fiber* 





Friday. June U> 191+3 23$ 

Request for priority to cover a vacuum concentrator 
for use at Albany in connection with the Staoom 
press experiments was denied. This information was 
sent to Mr. Poindexter by Mr. Speh and Mr. Poindexter 
stated that if we would send the records over to him 
he would take the matter up with the 7VPB and try to 
get a clearance. Mr. J . W. Stevens delivered the 
recdirds to Mr. Poindexter Thursday afternoon. 


C.F.Speh 
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Jf cCa11 came in to see Dr. Skinner and 

M fi ;<r P V^ Ut ^ e pTOgraxrl for 1516 Protein work at the 
. . or& tory, and also the program for the BPI 

oointftH° ri r^ at n WOOSter and Manhat tan. When it was 
P ° ^® d ,° Ut , ^ ?f* MoCa11 that our fundamental work 
hi P r°^ ei ,l ! allotted to the ERRL under Dr. Jackson, 
to 1 atedt J at xt would be just as convenient for them 
NRRL Per&te Wlth Dl ** Jackson as dt be with the 

Mr. Ferguson of General Foods called on Dr. Skinner to 

orZL\« e P ° Sl f " M0h h8 h " d *«*« °— S* Li 

with all i?"' 1 l &iA that he wanted t0 make contacts 

with a H of our laboratories which were working on 

dratiS! S °fi, ntereSt ^ his company. Packaging, dehy- 
tTsTeT. d ° bher m ® thods of Pr° ces sing foods were diL 

be’the^t^i ° & 3 led ° n the Ph ° ne to di sc us 3 what should 
^ d ® in r ®g &rd to the request of the BEIV to 1 

permitted to approach Mr. Chace oil a three months* 
assignment for BEW to travel in Brazil and study the 
possibilities ox fruit juice preservation. It was 
decided that he would talk the matter over with Dr. 
Auchter and call back. - When he called back he stated 

Mr cZeelnT^^T talked ° TOr lon S distance with 
..r. Chace and that Mr. Chace had said that he would 

be interested in taking on the work. Mr. Hogan said he 

would wife Mr. Chao, direct, giving him p r< Sim“ ^ 

advice witn respect to passports, etc. 
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Mr* Herrick called on long distance telephone in regard ■ 
to the proposed trip of Dr. Coghill to England on 
the penicillin matter. Both Dr. Skinner and Mr. Speh 
were not convinced of the strength of Mr. Herrick’s 
argument in opposition to Dr. Richards’ request. Mr. 
Herrick said he would send an airmail letter giving 
further particulars. 

Mr. Parker Jones called in regard to Mr. Heid testify¬ 
ing in the Natural Poods vs. Libby, McNeill and Libby 
case in Los Angeles. The defense is to pay all his 
traveling expenses. Mr. Jones inquired if he could 
expect Mr. Heid to attend the court but not receive the 
subpoena until he reached Los Angeles. He was told 

Ihe matter would be looked into and he would be advised. 

ill I 

Mi; Tucker came in to discuss the report which he was 
to make on his survey trip to the Schenley Distilleries 
at Stamping Ground, Ky. and other places, to select 
ihe proper company to cany out the proposed test 
authorized by the OPRD. He stated that he thought the 
Schenley Co. plant at Stamping Ground was the best plant 
for the work. It was decided to call Dr. Balls on long 
distance phone the following day and discuss the matter 
with him. 

Mr. Cheatham came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
proposal of his transfer to New Orleans. He stated 
that if it was the opinion of the Bureau that he could 
render better service at N.O. as Chief of the Textile 
division that of course that was what he would expect 
to do. He asked how long his transfer could be delayed 
and upon inquiry, stated that he could probably dispose 
of his property and make other personal arrangements 
in order to reach N.O. about August 1st. He is anxious 
that his position be maintained in Grade 7. Wien Dr. 
Skinner pointed out to him the inconsistency of 
maintaining such a grade, he asked how about Mr. Paine, 
and it was explained to him the proposal to change 
Mr. Paine's position to that of Asst. Director of the 
SRRL. Mr. Cheatham had not heard of this before. He 
then referred to the case of Dr. Balls. This was also 
explained .and he was told that this was an exception that 
would not exist Dr. Balls were to leave the service 
and a replace7to him be made in the Enzyme Laboratory. 
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He was told that the plan contemplated that all of the 
Division Chiefs in the field service should not be above 
the grade of 6, at least for the present, Mr. Cheatham 
then asked if the Department could not make an exception 
in his case. Dr. Skinner finally told him that he would 
be willing to take the matter up further with Dr. Auchter 
but that he felt, from his previous talks with Dr, 
Auchter, that there was little liklihood of Dr. Auchter 
consenting to the exception in Mr. Cheatham's case. 

Dr. Skinner immediately called Dr. Auchter’s office and 
asked for an appointment late this afternoon or early 
the morning of the 29th. Mrs. Martin said she would 
try to arrange it. 

Later in the day. Dr. Skinner cut into a long distance 
telephone conversation between Mr. Speh and Mr. Lynch, 
and told Mr. Lynch of Mr. Cheatham’s decision* and that 
he might expect him to report at Hew Orleans somewheres 
around the first of August. Dr. Skinner repeated to 
Mr. Lynch Mr. Cheatham’s statement that he would do his 
very best in the development of the work of the Textile 
Division whatever the final decision about his grade is. 
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Mr. Donovan, Mr. Speh and Mr. Tucker discussed with 
Dr. Skinner the development of the Ball-Tucker pro¬ 
cess and its proposed further development by the OPRD. 

the BIG I** entirely too independent and 

the MC- I, and Dr. Skinner pointedly told him that he 

fho + \, eXpe °i : ! d v him t0 aCt as a government employee and th 
that he wouid be expected to make any necessary reports 
to the Chief of th. Bureau that seemed to b. 
hat where matters of policy were concerned, he in- 
structed Mr. Tucker that such matters should be brought 
the office of the Chief and that Tucker was not free 

tablished.^ han Until ^ W&S SUr ® & polic ^ had been es- 

«£*,a* r + Cker , 4 Called about the arrangements for idle foreign 
students and was referred to Mr. Speh who had already ^ 

sent to Dr. Auchter's office a memo concerning the matter. 


Dr. May called about the arrangements with the Alcohol 
Committee and the(PRD for the installing of the Balls- 
.ucker process. He said he would like to have a 
meeting of the committee the following day at k o’clocki 
Mr. Speh. Mr. Tucker and Dr. Skinner to be present. 

^\ G Z 68line °! lled t0 Say that he was about ho depart 
on a three-months trip with the mobile laboratory 

S SR*! ?! fi6ld TOrk of dried ogg inspection. 

He said he had been in touch with McFarlane and that 

n ^ e in spection sampies would notcome forward until 

*re available J 811 “? vised hIm «»* the necessary personnel 
are available to take care of the samples. He expected 

•TbdTn/S b * ln i mek " 30 - Dr - Online 

h ! T 1 be expected ho file a report on his 

* .X 

thit * ^ - —- %£ 

f»; thTtf ^ ° ,Ued fl ” d out lf claims mad. 
r the value of converted rloe as compared to normal 
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rice are valid. The converted rice has been steam 
and pressure treated and the allegation is made that 
the vitamins and some of the mineral constituents 
are better retained in such rice when boiled. He was 
referred to Dr. Sherman of the Bureau of Nutrition. 

Mr. Donovan discussed with Dr. Skinner the matter of 
the bid for the storage building at Peoria and 
thought that Dr. Auchter ought to be advised that the 
bid was so far above the estimate that the money 
was not available in the building account to justify 
awarding the bid unless there was a transfer of 
$1000 or $1500 from one of the other categories. 

It was decided to write a mono to Dr. Auchter asking 
if he cared to consult Judge Tarver about the approval 
of this transfer. A memo was sent to Dr. Auchter by 
messenger. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Dr. May the development of 
the Balls-Tucker process and the experiments at the 
Schenley plant. It was determined that the experimen¬ 
tal work should be done under the specific direction 
of the OPRD, we to perform the technical and consulting 
service, but all obligations to be assumed by the 
OPRD through their agent Mr. Stallings. This informa¬ 
tion was conveyed to Mr. Tucker. 
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Mr. Woodbury called about the securing of priority on the 
equipment*at the WRRL, that Mr. Poindexter had found 
that a new priority statement woud have to be submitted. 
This was turned over to Mr. Speh with instructions to 
include in the new priority request. Refers to the 
justifications statements made by Speh, Poindexter and 
Mancuso. "vacuum concentrator 

Dr. Keyes of the OPRD called and read a letter to Dr. 
Skinner which he was proposing to send to the Bureau 
requesting the detail of Tucker and Balls to supervise 
the experimental work contemplated at several alcohol 
plants. On the basis of this Dr. Skinner called 
Dr. Balls on long distance phone and asked him if it 
were possible for him to come on immediately for 
a conference in Washington. Dr. Balls said he would do 
his best to get here by the 5 hh. 1 ° case he could 
not make necessary transportation arrangements, it was 
agreed that Tucker would proceed to the Schenley 
plant in Ky. and Dr. Balls would stop there for con¬ 
sultation with Tucker and then subsequently come on 
to Washington. 

The Alcohol Advisory Committee was called together by Dr. 
May at I 4 . o’clock; Dr. Skinner, Mr. Speh and Mr. Tucker 
attending. There were also present Mr. Boyer, Dr. Hall, 
and Mr. McBride. The whole program was gone over and 
it was' clearly understood that the Balls-Tucker process 
would be commercialized by the OPRD and that Balls and 
Tucker would serve as consulting and advisory agents. 

Mr. Donovan reported to Dr. Skinner that he had talked 
with Dr. Auchter about our suggestion to contact Judge 
Tarver for the release of necessary money to build the 
storage building at Peoria. Dr. Auchter told Mr. 

Donovan he was very reluctant to do this because of the 
pressure under which Judge Tarver was laboring just now 
on the last day of the fiscal year, and suggested that 
we try to arrange to provide for the money in the 
next fiscal year. After 5*30 and additional bid was 
received and as this was within the limits of the money 
available, Mr. Donovan proceeded to award the contraot 
after discussing the matter about 6 o'clock over the 
phone with Mr. Herrick. 
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Mr. Tucker came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner a letter 
which he had received from Mr. Robt. Taylor, Editor 
of Chanical Industries. Dr. Skinner pointed out to 
him the embarrassment which/ftere in because of this* 
and pointed out that Mr. Tucker could not give any 
approval or advice about the article unless it were 
going to be submitted to Bureau review* and that it 
was rather rmbarrassing for Mr. Tucker to refuse now 
to pass on the article. It was finally decided that 
a letter should be written to Mr. Taylor for 
Mr. Tucker’s signature, as follows: 

„ "7/2/li.3 

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of June 30 
enclosing the article which you have prepared with 
information furnished you by Mr. Handren of the Park 
& Tilford Distilleries of New York. Mr. Handren has 
evidently giv%you a statement of the evaluation tests 
of the evaluation tests of the Balls-Tucker process 
as he understands it was carried out at the Browns¬ 
ville plant of the Park & Tilford Company. 

& regret that you have sent the article to me for 
consideration because I cannot criticise or approve it 
as an employee of the Department unless I were free to 
submit the article to the critical review of the Chief 
of the Bureau and the Director of Research Work of this 
Department. I am therefore returning the article to you 
without comment, and with the understanding that all 
statements which you have used must be considered on the 
responsibility of Mr. Handren of the Park & Tilford Co.” 

(Signed by I.W.Tucker) 

Dr. Coghill came in to discuss his proposed trip to 
Europe and was advised by Dr. Skinner that he had talked 
the matter over with Dr. May who felt it was highly 
desirable that the trip should be made even though Mr. 
Herrick had not consented to it. Dr. Skinner called 
Miss O’Neill of the Stateme Department in the effort to 
get a quick clearance of a passport for Dr. Coghill. 

Dr. Skinner went to lunch at the Raleigh with Mr. Bert 
Engels to discuss certain matters in regard to the use 
of soybean meal for human food. 

Mr. Crapple of Wilson & Co. called and expressed his 
pleasure at the assistance received at both the Southern 
and Eastern Laboratories. 
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Dr. Skinner talked with Dr. May over the phone about 
the Cheatham allocation and explained that it had been 
impossible to make contact with Dr. Auchter. 


Mr. Tucker came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the de¬ 
cision to conduct experSmental work at the Schenley 
plant in Kentucky and varfcieeePwwh Dr. Balls about the 
advisability of his coming East. Later Dr. Balls called 
back and said he had made arrangements to reach Washing¬ 
ton on Wednesday, the 7th, It was decided to hold 
Tucker here until that time. 


Mr. Teuton, Mr. Holman, Mr. Speh and Dr. Skinner discussec 
the preparation of the annual report, and the new state*- 
ment as outlined by Dr. Auchter. 


Messrs. Woodbury, Speh and Teuton and Dr. Skinner dis¬ 
cussed the manuscript for the dehydration bulletin. 

It was decided to attempt to get this published as/i 
bulletin by the Government Printing Office. Mr. Teuton 
felt sure that the bulletin could be published six 
weeks after it was approved by the Department. After 
Mr. Teuton retired, Mr. Woodbuiy discussed some of the 
results of his recent trip to the WRRL. He criticised 
rather severely the lack of knowledge regarding the 
material which was being dehydrated and suggested that 
the work should be done on material grown for the pur¬ 
pose and suggested the advisability of making such an 
arrangement with the University of California Experiment 
Station at Davis. Mr. Woodbury complained that he had 
f und that there was a bottleneck in the contact 
between the WRRL and Dr. Auchter*s office, and alleged 
that the delay was in the office of the Chief of BA&IC. 
Dr. Skinner and Mr. Speh vigorously challenged this 
statement; Dr. Skinner asserting that monthly reports 
had been filed in Dr. Auchter*s office since requested 
by him January 191+2. Mr. Woodbury said he h acL never 
seen them. Dr. Skinner called Mr. Senseman confirm^ 
the fact that reports had been sent over. 

At four o'clock there was a budget conference with 
Messrs. Speh, Donovan and Ellis, Miss Preinkert and Dr. 
Skinner. The material had to be ready by July 5 for 
Dr. Auchter's office. 
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Mr. Senseman car®in to Dr. Skinner’s office an brought 
wath him the duplicate files of the monthly reports 

I 9 I+ 2 !! Had SSnt t0 Dr ‘ Auohterfs office since January 

Dr. Auchter called in regard to an interview which he had 
had with Mr. Miller of the Martinsburg, West Virginia 
Appalachian Apple Growers* Association. Mr. Miller 
raised the question about the quality of the apples to be 
used m the cider from which the apple honey is made. 

Dr. Auohter statedthat the food and drugs people had been 
contacted by Mr. Miller and had objected to the use of 
wormy or partly decayed apples. Dr. Auchter asked Dr. 
okinner to take up the matter with Food & Drugs and 
make a report. Immediately thereafter Dr. Skinner called 
Dr. Wells and asked him to discuss the matter with his 
group and be prepared to attend a conference with the 
food and drugs people when he comes to Washington 
on July 6 . 

Mr. Woodbury and Dr. May came in to discuss with Dr. Skinne; 

?lr* T Speh fUrther observations regarding his trip to 
the WRRL for the purpose of investigating the dehydration 

Ir! „ *n Dr ‘ Skinner pointed out the stack of reports 
which Mr. Senseman had left and pointedly called Wood¬ 
bury’s attention to the fact that if he cared to look at 
them he was sure they would confirm his statement of the 
day before. Dr. May said he had received the reports 
but that he had not had time to digest them and that he 
had not discussed than with Dr, Auchter and that perhaps 
it uras his fait that Woodbury knew nothing about them. 

Dr. Skinner again, in the presence of Dr. May, pointedly 
told Mr. Woodbury that he thought it was poor administra¬ 
tive procedure for him to criticise the orders of the 
Bureau to submit reports to Dr. Auchter*s office with the 
irectors of the regional laboratories and assistants, 
that the matter should have gone to the WRRL through the 
Chief of the Bureau. Mr. Woodbury rather apologetically 
consented that this urcas probably true# 
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Monday, July 5. I9l tf 

Dr. Cowan went to lunch with Dr. Skinner and discussed 
the development of Norelac. He is very enthusiastic 
about the possibilities and expressed the opinion that 
the development of Norelac would probably be of greater 
importance than Norepol. 

Dr. Wells called on long distance phone and was advised 
about the meeting oh the guayule program set for 2:30 
in Dr. Auchter's office on Wednesday, July 7. 



Tuesday, July 6, 19l;3 
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Bureau Chiefs' Conference in Dr. Auchter's office 
at 9*30. The special committee on the participation 
in agricultural research in Alaska was reported by 
its Chairman, Dr. J. T. Jardine. The subjectmatter 
bureaus -vrere asked to give special attention to the 
contents of the report. Drs. Jardine, Reed and Forsling 
were appointed as a committee to discuss the matter/ur- 
ther with Dr. Eric Englun<l who is a member of the 
Advisory Committee of the Joint Economic Committees of 
Canada and the United States. 

Dr. Auchter asked Dr. Skinner to come over to his office 
at 2:30 to discuss the Cheatham matter. Dr. Auchter 
stated that he had no justification for any attempt 
to continue Mr. Cheatham in Grade 7 upon his return to thi 
Textile Division of the SRRL, but that if Mr. Cheatham 
wanted to discuss the matter with him he would be glad 
to do so. Dr. Skinner conveyed "this message to Mr. 
Cheatham who said that he guessed he would not see Dr. 
Auchter. Dr. Skinner at this time also told Mr. 
Cheatham about the bureau's declining to grant a waiver 
on the transfer of Mr. Roland' Lee. Mr. Cheatham ex¬ 
pressed some surprise at this and said that he under - 
stood that the reason for his returning to the SRRL 
was because of the fact that Mr. Lee was leaving. 

Dr. Auchter asked Dr. Skinner what Mr. Noel was doing 
and Dr. Skinner replied that he guessed Dr. Auchter 
ought to know because he was working for him. Dr. 

Auchter insisted that he had closed out the work 
on meat dehydration on June 30. Dr. Skinner stated 
that the report made to him by Mr. Speh in which Mr. 
H?*nkin had requested that Mr. Noel be permitted to 
to complete his report and to complete the construction 
of the dehydrator. Dr. Auchter insisted that he had 
given orders to close up the work at Beltsville on 
June 30 and asked again what plans we had for Mr. 

Noel's services. He was told by Dr. Skinner that Mr. 

Speh and he had discussed the possibility of detailing 
Mr. Noel as engineer to the Naval Stores Station at 
Olustee, or perhaps detailing him to the SRRL to work 
with Mr. Paine, but that he would not be in position 
to decide this definitely until Mr. Speh's return. 

Dr. Auchter discussed with Dr. Skinner the question 
which had been raised on a previous occasion about the 
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staff members of the BA&IC and the wish of Dr. Skinner to 
place all of these positions Grade 6. It was explained 
by Dr. Auchter that condition's had changed since the 
transfer of Che and Hellingshead and that at the 

present tine the only person in Grade 5 that was doing 
staff work was Mr. Hollingshead and that he would be 
expected to send to Dr. Auchter in the near future a 
recommendation for placing Mr. Holman in Grade 6. 

Dr. Skinner advised Dr. Auchter of the poor condition of 
the material shipped to New Orleans, especially the Naval 
Stores equipment, the d amaging of a number of balances 
which is a serious matter becauseTof the d if fie 
getting either replacanents or repairs. 

Mr. Senseman came in to see Dr. Skinner about the mono 
and discussion with Mr. Woodbury about the restrictions 
on the canning of dogfish and his objection of the refer¬ 
ence of the letter to the PDA. It was decided to write 
a memo to Mr. Woodbury stating that neither of the 
points which he raised came within the purview of this 
bureau and that we were still of the opinion that the 
letter should go to the FDA for attention. 







Wednesday, July 7, 19^3 
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Dr. Balls came in to discuss with Dr. Skinner the 
development of the Balls-Tucker work. At 11 o'clock Ur. 
May came over and Balls, Tucker and Dr. Skinner discussed 
with him the development of the whole plan and 
Tucker's relation to it, and pointed out that the work 
was being conducted under the direction and for the 
benefit of the OPRD. Mr. Tucker advised that he ms 
leaving for Douisville on the National Ltd. at 6 s30 
today. Dr. Balls said he would plan to go to Louis¬ 
ville on the evening of the 9th. After the meeting 
adjourned Up. May and Dr. Skinner discussed some of the 
relations between the BA&IC and the ARA, especially 
in regerence to the development of the dehydration 
program and the handling of the food information work 
of this Bureau. Dr. Skinner and Dr. May had a frank 
discussion as to the relation of Mr. Woodbury to this 
development. Dr. May stated that Woodbury's relation¬ 
ship to the ARA office was not that of coordinator but 
that he had been brough in on a temporary basis as 
a special adviser to the Administrator, and that his 
standing was a little different from other members 
of the group. Dr. Skinner explained to Dr. May very 
explicitly with reference to s’pecial cases of inter¬ 
ference with administrative activities of this Bureau 
and pointed out that it was inconveivable that Dr, 
Auchter would countenance hh* such a condition. Dr. 

May suggested that it might be well to talk with Dr. 
Auchter about it. 

At 2:30 conference in Dr. Auchter's office which was 
attended by Dr. Wells and Dr. Skinner - in regard to 
development of the guayule rubber program. 



Mr. Poindexter called about the priorities on the 
vaccum equipment for the TCRRL which Dr. Skinner had 
mentioned to him at lunch. Dr. Skinner told him 
that Mr. Speh had been advised by the WRRL that the 
priority rating of AA-1 had been allotted on this 
equipment which was as higi as could be received and 
that Mr. Poindexter need not bother with it further. 

At I 4 .;30 Dr. Skinner and Mr. Donovan were called to 
Dr. Auchter’s office to discuss the budget for I 9 J 15 . 
Skinner asked Dr. Auchter to adjourn the hearing if 
it was not concluded by 5 * 30 . as he is riding in a 
car pool. 




Friday , Ju ly 9, 1943 


Balls-Tucker Process Project 
(Bankh ead-Jones) 


RR and Pullman (Albany to Wash.) 

$139 

Airplane (Albany to Wash, or reverse) 

$120 

RR and Pullman (Louisville and return 

From Wash,) 

$52 

Per Diem for 15 days 

$90 


$1*01 

Dr. Balls also has $599 travel money on Agr. Chem, 
funds if they may be applied to this purpose. 
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dinner and Mr. Donovan went to Dr. Auchter's 
office at 9 j 30 to continue the budget discussion. Dr. 
Auchter accepted the two recommendations for increases 
in the budget and desired to have the statements re¬ 
arranged, especially the items about fermentation and 
sorgo development. Dr. Auchter did not agree with the 
consolidation of the # 120,000 overhead charge against 
the regional laboratory funds with the operating funds 
of the bureau and asked that they be kept separate 
as had been done in previous years. He expressed him- 
seif aiso as being concerned about the overhead expense 
of the bureau and felt fait it should be reduced. 

Dr. Skinner had lunch with Dr. Balls who was quite 
excited about the reallocation of some members of his 
staff. He had left with Dr. Skinner a recommendation 
for reallocating Dr. Hale, Mr. Rose, Mr. Schwimmer, 

Mr. Walden and Mr. Peruzzi. Dr. Skinner told him that 
he TOuld send the matter over to Dr. Auchter for con¬ 
sideration of the recent recommendations, and also 
include the former recommendations for Tucker and Axel¬ 
rod. /The recommendation for Mrs. Dale, as Dr. Skinner 
understands it, has been refused by the Civil Service 
Commission. 

Mr. Woodbury called about the proposed transfer of 
Mr. Neil Gilbride from the ERRL to the OPRD. Dr. 

Skinner said he would contact Dr. Wells regarding it, 

karkxxxjbtxtka 

Later in the afternoon. Dr. Skinner contacted Dr. Balls 
at his home and advised him of his concern over the traxel 
funds as allocated against the Bankhead-Jones allotment 
and asked if Dr. Balls knew if additional travel expense 
could be charged against the #599 balance left in his 
regular appropriation. Dr. Balls said he did not know 
anything about it. 

Dr. David Smith called to discuss the possibility of 
a cooperative arrangement with Dr. Swenson about the 
development of protein suture fiber. Dr. Skinner pro¬ 
mised to write Dr. Swenson and suggested to Dr. Smith 
that he do the same thing, and they would get together 
at a later date. 
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l r \ L r C V alled ° n the P hone to advise Dr. Skinner 

expected f p6h h&d / ailed see Mr ‘ ^PP as had been 
expected in regard to the naval stores position. 

Dr* SkiniL^h Dr \!f yleS ° f the BPIS&AE discussed with 
Dr. Skinner the setting up of the funds for the 

operation of the cereal chemistry work for the year. 

^\hfr?i< that tW ? PlaC6S * &nd perhaps three Places 
under the ceiling would be allocated to Dr. McCall. 




Tuesday, July 13, I 9 I 1.3 

Mr. Woodbury called and requested Dr. Skinner to ask 
Mr. Speh to inquire of Dr. Swenson and Mr. Van Arsdel 
as to what they have to report, in a brief way, about 
the performance of the Baldwin press at Modesta which was 
to be installed and operating the last week in June. 

Mr. Woodbury understands that Van Arsdel and others were 
planning to go to Modesta to observe the set up and 
operation, and comment on perfomances for their own 
information and also for the information of Lend-lease, 
in case they are interested. Also, in the same connection 
to secure whatever information that Van Arsdel and Howard 
have with reference to the El Solyo Ranch operation, 
which was to begin aboi^t July 1st.The Army is carrying 
on a pilot plant experiment there on the dehydration 
of apricots with low moisture and high sulfuring, all 
in one operation, and we were to be supplied with apricots 
from that ranch with which to do the compression work at 
Albany. Immediately following this telephone inquiry 
from Mr. Woodbury, the following telegram was sent to 
Swenson: "Talk with Speh and have him advise me when 
he phones about performance of Baldwin press at Modesta 
also report on operation ais El Solyo Ranch. Data for 
Woodbury.” 
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Mn. Thurman (FDA) called to say that he had not in any 
way instigated the transfer of Mr. Neil G. Gilbride, and 
said that Gilbride’s name had merely been certified to 
him with four others without his official address. A 
circular letter of inquiry was sent to all certified. 

Mr. Thurman said he would pursue the matter no further. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Mr. Speh over long distance 
phone the dehydration manual. He was opposed to 
extending the time until additional data was ready, with 
which Dr. Skinner agreed. Mr. Speh recommended that the 
manuscript in our hands be sent to the Government Print¬ 
ing Office. Dr. Swenson agreed to have the part sub¬ 
mitted by t)r. Wiegand revamped and sen?There immediately. 
If received in time it will be substituted for the 
chapter as it now appears in the manuscript. However, the 
printing of the manuscript will not be held up . 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Dr. Browne some relationships 
in the AOAC. Dr. Skinner told him of his determination 
to retire from the office of Secretary of the Association 
at the next general election, and that he hoped Mr. 

Lepper would be elected to -this job. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Dr. Price the proposed letter 
to Mr. Landis about his serving on a committee. Dr. 
Skinner instructed that an alternative letter for the 
Secretary’s signature be prepared declining to agree 
to Dr. Price serving on this committee. A cover letter 
was then prepared and sent to Dr. Auchter. 
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Dr. Balls, Dr. Keyes and Dr. Skinner met in Dr. May’s 
office for a discussion of the work at the Schenley 
plant at Stamping Ground, from which Dr. Balls had re¬ 
turned the day before. Dr. Keyes expressed himself 
very emphatically about Tucker remaining on the job at 
Shaping Ground until the project was fairly well along 
or completed. It was determined that Dr. Balls might 
return to Sari Francisco with the idea that he would return 
here in about two months when it is understood the new 
laboratory will be completed and the new operations at 
the Schenley plant will be in fhll swing. Dr. Keyes 
suggested that it might be well for Dr. Balls to visit 
with Dr. Hildebrandt and ivith Mr. Singer before going 
West. Later, it was decided by Dr. Balls that he would 
contact Hildebrandt on Friday but that he would not be 
able to make the contact with Singer in Peoria until 
his return trip. This was reported to Dr. May, and 
Dr. May acquiesced, although apparently with some 
reluctance. 

There was a meeting of a part of the AOAC Executive 
Committee in Dr. Skinner’s office - Sale, Lepper, Lapp 
and Skinner. It was decided to send out a circular 
letter to the State members of the AOAC for an ex¬ 
pression of opinion regarding a meeting in the fall of 

f U3- 

Mr# Jasspon, Mr* Hoover and Mr# Crawford, with Dr* 

May, met in Dr. Skinner 1 s office to discuss the proposal 
to study the Lansing method of solvent extraction of 
tung nuts# Dr* Skinner was somewhat annoyed that 
Mr* Jasspon had not told him about the previous corres¬ 
pondence with Mr* Speh which Dr. Skinner had not seen 
until Mr* Jasspon handed it to him across the table# 

Dr. Skinner told Mr* Jasspon that so far as he could see, 
an arrangement could probably be made to test out the 
method at either the Gainesville or Picayune plant# 

Dr. Skinner promised to write Mr* Jasspon as soon as 
the matter could be determined with Mr# Paine# 
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Mr. Ernest of the Civil Service Commission called Dr. 
Skinner and stated that he was disturbed about the 
contacts that Mr. Snyder had had with Mr. Donovan. 

Mr. Ernest stated that Mr. Donovan had said to Ed 
Synder upon the latter's suggestion that Dr. Wells 
should contact the CSC as he had done heretofore, 
that he, Mr. Donovan, did not think it was necessary to 
have any such contact. Mr. Ernest seemed to resent 
this. Mr. Ernest said emphatically that when the CSC 
was called on for replacement they could only recommend 
a man qualified for the last position in the particular 
grade; that is, we could not expect to get a replacement 
to fill a P-2 with four years* experience; that he could 
only certify a man eligible for the entrance salary 
in whatever grade it might be. Mr. Ernest also said that 
he could not agree with Dr. Wells' position that the 
CSC was not justified in recommending a man with a 
PhD degree for the entrance of P-3 grade. Mr. Ernest 
said the CSC had determined upon this and it was not 
becoming of Dr. Wells to say that the ERRL would not 
accept their decision but would require a man in the P-3 
grade to have 5 or 6 years experience in addition to 
his PHD. Mr. Ernest s aid that he had returned papers 
to the Eastern District for revision. 5 papers 

have been returned separately revised but 17 had been 
returned without being separately revised. Mr. Ernest 
thought that if Dr. Wells could sit down across the 
table with representatives of the Commission, this matter 
could be a djudicated. Later, in discussing the matter 
with Mr. Donovan, he expressed the opinion that it was 
neither necessary not desirable for Dr. Wells to make 
such a contact. Dr. Skinner told Mr. Donovan that he 
would have to discuss the matter with Dr. Wells. 


At Dr. Auchter’s request memo was sent under this date 
to Acting Chief, Bureau Animal Industry for the attention 
of Mr. Hankins Re assignment of Mr. W. A. Noel to assist 
Mr. Hankins in the preparation of the engineering data for 
the manuscript to be prepared by August 15 presenting the 
results of the meat dehydration project. 

Dr. Skinner discussed with Dr. May the status of the Coe 
matter and it was decided to ask Dr. Wells to come down 
Monday for a discussion of it. 

Dr. Dalis discussed with Dr. Skinner some of the 
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developments of the enzyme laboratory work. Dr. Skinner 
told him that he wanted a weekly report filed by Tucker of 
the development at the Schenley plant. He also told 
Dr. Balls that he thought a brief statement of the 
Balls-Tucker process should be available for distribution. 
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Dr. Wells met with Dr. Skinner and Dr. May in the latter’s 
office to discuss the Coe matter and the relationship 
of the ARA to Mr. Sickles and the FDA. It was decided 
that a memorandum would be sent by Dr. Auchter to the 
Director of FDA insisting that all contacts should be 
made through the liaison officer. 

President Byrd and Dr. Symons of the University of 
Maryland called on Dr. Skinner. 

At a luncheon conference. Dr. Balls went over the program 
of -work of the Enzyme Laboratory and outlined to Dr. 
Skinner some of the plans he was proposing to Dr. 

Swenson for the development of the Protein Division 
of the WRRL. These plans seem attractive and desirable 
to Dr. Skinner. Dr. Balls stated that he had instructed 
Mr. Tucker not to make the trip to Atchison, and that 
we do not look with favor upftn his suggestion of going 
to Holland to look over the*plant at that place. 
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Bureau Chiefs' Meeting at 9tJ>0 in Dr. Auchter's 
office. Mr. Cardon presented a report on the 
invitation to send papers to the Chilean Science Congress 
which is to meet in Valpariso in October. It was 
decided that a few papers would be solicited but that 
no delegate would be appointed to attend the meeting. 

Mr. 0 E. Reed brought up the matter of the private 
farms which are still existing in the area of the Belts- 
ville Research Center, pointing out the serious menace 
that this presents to experimental animals in adjoining 
area. Mr. Reed was of the opinion that relief should 
be sought by purchasing the farms or by contamination 
procedure. Dr. Auchter expressed his disapproval, as he 
fears raising the question of additional land for 
Beltsville would cause criticism before the House 
Committee. * * * 

Mr. Donovan and Mr. Senseman discussed with Dr. Skinner 
the preparation of a report requested by Dr. Auchter 
supplementing the data reported by Mr. Chace in 
BAIC 172 on the condition of dehydrated vegetables 
which have been in storage for four months. Dr. Auchter 
had asked Dr. May for a statement covering the results 
of storage since that time. Mr. Speh had handed this 
material to Mr. Senseman for tabulation, but neither 
Mr. Senseman nor Mr . Detwiler could understand what 
was wanted or how the tabulation could be made. Dr. 
Skinner called Mr. Speh on long distance phone and ex¬ 
plained the situation to him, without getting a very 
satisfactory explanation. Later, Mr. Howard attempted 
to explain the situation and said that he would have to 
call back recently acquired data. This was done and the 
statement made by Mr. Speh was "With a moisture content 
above l±% or 9% when stored at 90 ° none of the vegetables 
carrots, cabbage and probably white potatoes (listed 
in ACE-172) held up more than 6I4 weeks." Later a more 
detailed report was received over long distance phone 
from Mr. Howard and this also was sent to Dr. Auchter's 
office. Dr. Skinner reported upon his return from 
Dr. Auchter's office that he had left both statements 
with M rs . ^artin. 
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Mr. W. Parker Jones called to ask for approval for 
Dr. Swenson to give an affidavit in Natural Food 
Products Co* vs. Libby, McNeill and Libby case. He 
was told it would be all right to take the affidavit and 
Dr. Swenson was so advised of this action by letter. 

Dr. Auchter called a meeting at 2 o’clock in his 
office to discuss the coordination of dehydration and 
compression of food. Those present were Dr. Caldwell, 

Dr. Magnus of BPI; Mr. Reed of Dairy Industry ;kx± 

Dr. Skinner of BAIC; Dr. Steibeling of Home Economics; 

Mr. Marsten, Dr. May, Mr. Cardon and Mr. Woodbury. Dr. 
Auchter stated that he wanted a better coordination and 
better emphasis given to the dehydration work. He wanted 
a better correlation of the work; he wanted all line 
projects and other activities which were undertaken 
by any one of the bureaus to be submitted to his office 
and receive his approval after comment or criticism 
by all of the other interested bureaus. He wanted the 
coordination to be done by Mr. Woodbury, representing 
him. He stated that he expected to have allotted 
from the OPRD $125,000 for additional work on dehydra¬ 
tion and compression of foods. He thought the allotment 
should be made of $50,000 to the WRRL and |75#000 to the 
work at Beltsville, jointly for Plant Industry and 
Home Economics. He said he wanted to turn the matter 
entirely over to Woodbury who would be his representa¬ 
tive coordinating all activities. He then rather 
pointedly asked for a discussion and as no one 
vouchsafed any statement. Dr. Auchter then asked Dr. 
Skinner if he cared to say anything about coordination, 
which he had discussed with him on a previous occasion. 
Dr. Skinner expressed his approval of the whole scheme 
provided it was understood exactly what Dr. Auchter 
was talking about, but concerning this he was then 
in doubt. Dr. Skinner than gave his definition of 
cooperation, coordination and integration, and 
pointed out that most people have little concept of 
their meaning. Dr. Skinner pointed out that if these 
terms are used interchangeably without any specific 
meaning, then the language becomes unintelligible. 

Dr. Skinner stated that he was thoroughly in favor of 
complete coordination of all the research work in the 
Department but pointed out to Dr. Auchter that there 
was always danger in the active coordination, because 
few coordinators mmi& are willing to do just that, 
but insist on taking over the active direction of 





Tuesday, July 20 (continued) 


264 




projects in the name of coordination. This he 
thought was a grave danger to the individual bureaus 
and expressed himself as apprehensive because if 
coordination is not properly understood and undertaken 
then the responsibility of operating officials is 
seriously impaired, as well as their authority. There 
was no further discussion except by Dr. Auchter who 
pointed out specifically that he expected each 
individual bureau to direct and be responsible for 
these specific lines of work and that Mr. 'Woodbury 
would only do the coordinating. Presumably, he meant 
coordinating as outlined and defined by Dr. Skinner, 
with which he apparently agreed. Dr. Auchter then 
brought up the question of the dehydration of the sur¬ 
plus potatoes available now in the hast. He said that 
pressure had been brought on him by both the OPRD and 
the FDA to help in the serious predicament now developing 
because of the great abundance of early potatoes which 
were coming on the market and for which there was no 
immediate demand for table purposes, and there had been 
no plans made for storage. Dr. Auchter stated that 
he had been informed that six carloads were in storage 
in Washington and either Dr. Caldwell or Dr. Magnus 
remarked that it was rumored that a carload of potatoes 
unfit for food had been dumped, either in Washington 
or in Baltimore, the day before. The use of these 
potatoes for dehydration purposes or for the production 
of alcohol was thhroughly discussed. It seems that the 
Government agencies responsible for the production 
of these potatoes under the ceiling price are in 
serious embarrassment and they are looking to the ARA 
and the several bureaus concerned to pull some of , 
their chestnuts out of the fire. Dr. Skinner was 
of the opinion that these difficulties could heve 
easily been forecast if the problems had been put up 
to us originally. Dr. Skinner expressed the opinion 
that he did not believe that these early thin-skinned 
potatoes ,wiii low in starch, could be successfully 
used for dehydration or for alcohol making or that 
they could be successfully stored. Dr. Caldwell had 
undertaken to do some work on the quick dehydration 
of them and ma de the statement that a 

specific gravity of 1.4 was so low in starch that it was 
unfit for dehydration purposes. He stated that potatoes 
with a specific gravity of 1.5 were acceptable. 
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After the meeting adjourned. Dr. Auchter and Mr. Schoenhals 
discussed with Dr. Skinner the contract for the commodity 
and storage building at Peoria, Dr. Auchter was concerned 
about the contract and felt that an error had been ms.de in 
awarding a contract with an alternate which provided for 
no lumber. It was pointed out to Dr. Auchter that 
it was the conception of this bureau that the lumber 
could be bought under the item of equipment for $1500 
which was set up in the 19UU appropriation. Dr. Auchter 
did not agree with this and neither did Mr. Schoenhals. 

Dr. Skinner told Dr. Auchter that he thought the matter 
ought to be referred to the Solicitor for an opinion, and 
this Dr. Auchter decided to do and instructed Mr. 

Schoenhals to determine (l) if it was legal to pay for 
$3500 worth of lumber out of the 1914+ appropriation; (2) 
if he got an answer in the affirmative Dr. Auchter would 
take it up with Mr. Jump to determine if either he or 
Jump should report the matter to Judge Tarver because 
this would make the building cost practically 19500 when 
Judge Tarver had already been told that the building 
should only cost $6100., In case Mr. Koebel ruled that 
the $3500 could not be paid out of the ’I 1 I 4 . appropriation, 
Mr. Schoenhals was instructed to find out from Mr. Koebel 
if it were possible to 


After Mr. Schoenhals left to consult with Mr. Koebel, Dr. 
Auchter took up the matter of the partitions in the large 
room next to Mr. Donovan’s office. When he asked about° 
the increase in the staff, he was told it was not con¬ 
templated there would be an increase in the staff . This 
seemed to surprise him because he had read sr memorandum 
in that way. Dr. Skinner told him that he thought it was 
too late perhaps to do anything about it but that Mr. 
Donovan had had word from Mr. Thatcher’s office to send 
the memorandum over immediately explaining why the parti¬ 
tions should be moved, and as the BAIC had paid for the 
partitions we felt we were entitled to have them moved 
to better accommodate our staff. Dr. Auchter remarked 
if he had known that was all that was involved it could 
have been settled a long time ago. He seemed to be annoy¬ 
ed that the request was involved in so much verbage. 
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It was explained by Dr. Skinner that the long justifi¬ 
cation statement was demanded by Mr. Thatcher’s office. 
Dr. Auchter stated he would authorize the installation of 
the partitions. Sc Dr. Auchter and Dr. Skinner went to 
Mr. Thatcher's office and the matter was left on his 
desk with the approval of Dr. Auchter. 
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Mr. Chace came in this morning and discussed with Dr. 
Skinner his proposed trip to Brazil in which he seems 
very much interested. Dr. Skinner was very much dis¬ 
turbed about some of the comments Mr. Chace made about the 
unsatisfactory condition of the dehydration work in the 
WRRL. He said that he got nowhere with Dr. Swenson who 
he felt was not giving very much attention to the work 
and #10 was away from the laboratory so much that it 
made it difficult to contact him about it. He said 
that Dr. Swenson had called Van Arsdel, Howard and Chace 
together after his return from Washington in January 
and had outlined a plan which did not seem to be workable 
to Chace and to the others. Upon being* told so. Dr. 

Swenson instructed the three of them to get together and 
work out a plan. Chace said they attempted to do this 
but it resulted in VanArsdel grabbing off the engineering 
work, Howard grabbing off the technological work - ;' leaving 
Chace with nothing to do but interview visitors and 
write letters. Chace could get no action from Swenson 
on the matter and finally decided there was nothing for 
him to do but quit. He therefore determined to retire 
and would do so at once if it were not for the fact that 
he is making this trip to Brazil. He expects to apply 
for retirement as soon after his return as possible. 

Chace's statement is rather significant in view of the fact 
that Dr. Swenson told Mr. Donovan and Dr. Skinner at the 
Directors' meeting in Chicago that he expected and 
hoped that Mr. Chace would soon retire. 

Mr. Leon Frechtel and Mr. Julian W. Wilhein spent an* 
hour and a half discussing with Dr. Skinner the experience 
of this bureau in obtaining patents, and the various 
attempts to have the patent laws changed to better 
serve the Government: departments. These gentlemen were 
referred to Dr. Skinner by Mr. C a rdon. 

Dr. Balls and Mr. Chace discussed with Dr. Skinner at4 
luncheon conference the set-up in the WRRL and the possi¬ 
ble development of the protein work in which Mr. Chace 
has some ideas. Dr. Skinner also discussed with Mr. 

Chace the possibility of a replacement for Mr. Heid in 
case he should accept the position with the Fruit Products 
Company at Lake Wales. Chace thought that Beavens was 
the first choice, Sorber the second, and Veldhuis the 
third choice, among those in his group in the western region 




Dr. Woodbury and Dr. May came over to discuss with Dr. 
•Skinner the development of a plan for compressed food 
work as outlined by Dr. Auchter at the conference on 
Tuesday afternoon. Dr. Woodbury said that he thought 
he needed an engineer attached to his office for 
advice - that he felt wit h with the pressure being 
put on by FDA and the WPB, the ARA should give inten¬ 
sive study to the development of compression methods. 

He referred to Dr. Auchter setting up an Advisory 
Committee of Mr. Speh, Dr. Steibeling and Dr. Magnus 
to advise with Woodbury as the coordinator, not only 
on the compression of foods but on the whole question' 
of dehydration. Dr. Skinner suggested that before we 
undertook the expenditure of $ 125,000 on a compression 
project we should have a very definite plan. Dr. 

Skinner told Dr. Woodbury and Dr. May that he did not 
want to get mixed up in any such operation as the 
meat dehydration project carried on at Beltsville 
under the Hankins Committee. Dr. Skinner told them 
that he had heard in Chicago that the imnression among 
the meat packers was that the whole thing was a failure. 
Dr. Skinner told them that he could not quite understand 
what Dr. Auchter meant by saying that he was dividing 
the $125,000 on an East-West basis, and he inquired of 
Dr. Woodbury if he interpreted Dr. Auchter»s statement 
to mean that the work would be done independently and 
m duplication. Dr. Woodbury thought not but was not 
quite sure. Dr. Skinner again expressed his wholehearted 
approval of a properly coordinated program as he had 
previously done at the meeting on Tuesday afternoon 
in Dr. Auchter*s office, but he again expressed his appre¬ 
hension that the coordination would degenerate into 
direction with divided responsibility and authority 
that would only lead to confusion. Dr. Woodbury stated 
-hat it was his understanding that Dr. Auchter wanted 
a coordinated program but that the actual direction 
would still remain the responsibility of the several 
bureau chiefs. Dr. Woodbury suggested that Mr. 

VanArsdel should be brought on here for a consultationwith 
the committee to which Dr. May and Dr. Skinner agreed 
and Dr. Skinner pointed out that while the engineering 
feature of the work was an important one, it was 
by no means the deciding one. Dr. Skinner stated that 
01 all the men of his acquaintance who had given 
thought to this problem of food compression, both within 
and without the department, Mr. Paine's thinking was 
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r. f . lr } advance to that of any other person, and he 
e i . a progjrem -was to be developed which involved the 
expenditure of $ 125,000 that we ought to bring the 

?r ,- al : nt " 6 haVe f ° r the P er ^ ec ting of such a program. 
To.this vfoodbury agreed and it ms decided to ask Mr. 

Paine to come on here at the time VanArsdel is here 
o aid the committee in program development. Dr. 
f ^f r J^ediatejr put in a long distance telephone call 

tn B«i * ef fj Sdel at A ^any, whichcall was transferred 
to akersfield. Mr. Van Arsdel advised that he could 
come on as soon as he could get transportation, but 
preferred to return to Albany and probably leave for 
rfashmgton about the 30th. He is to wire Dr. Skinner as 
soon as he.learns definitely about the time of leaving 
ana Dr. Skinner will then wire Mr. Paine. S 

Or. W. D. MeFarlane of McGill University, Ontario 
came in. to discuss with Dr. Skinner the development 
. the industrial utilization of farm products in 
anada. He said that the farm chemurgic idea was a 
political issue and that at a recent meeting of the 
Parliament $ 500,000 was set up to make a survey with 
the idea of establishing a regional laboratory similar 
to our four laboratories. He said he had already visited 

dar ia He n to?T r ^L Way t0 ViSit ^^delphia the next 
t u 1 f b ° Ut th ® coo P era bion which he and other 
anadians had received from the laboratories. He was 

beZ & t the cordial relationship which had 

int-re^d 1 - 1 it V ddition 1:0 dehydration, he was 
interested in the production of alcohol from wheat. He 

discussed at length some problems in the development of 

agricultural motor fuel from agricultural sources. He 

seemed to be rather disgusted that the butadiene develoD- 

men. in Canada had been taken over by the oil interests" 

and all the money allotted by the Council was for the^ 

petroleum butadiene development near Toronto. He said 

the Dominion Commissioner of Agriculture was being 

severely criticised because he had apparently ignored 

aleohol^ U ° tl0n ° f butad iene and rubber substitutes from 
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Airmail letters were sent to Mr. Lynch, Mr. Paine and 
Dr. Swenson outlining the proposed new program on 
the compression of dehydrated foods, and requesting 
Mr. Paine to arrange to come on to Washington for a 
conference with the committee to handle this matter 
which has been set up by Dr. Auchter. Dr. Skinner 
indicated that he would like to have Mr. Paine arrange 
to report here on Monday morning, August 2. 

Dr. Skinner and Mr. Donovan were called to a conference 
in Dr. Auchter*s office at 3:30 to discuss project matters 
m relation to the budget. Dr. Auchter stated that 
the commodity storage building project at Peoria was 
approved and gave the "go” signal for implementing 
the details regarding the contract which has been awarded 
and "which is now in the Solicitor 1 s office 
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Mr. Cardon's office called to inquire if there would he 
^ Papers to submit from this Bureau for the Chilean 
Science Congress which meets in Valpariso in October. 

Dr. Skinner instructed Mrs. Jacobs to say that there would 
be no papers for submission by this Bureau. 

Dr. Auchter contacted Dr. Skinner by telephone regarding 
a conversation mhich he had had with Mr. J. B. Hutson, 
Director of the Commodity Credit Corporation in regard 
to the revival of the fire protection work by this 
Bureau. Dr. Skinner stated it as his opinion that if 
the CCC wanted such activities restored that they be 
restored under the CCC and suggested that Dr. Price 
might be transferred to that organization to head up 
such activities. Dr. Auchter agreed with D r . Skinner, and 
said he would so indicate to Mr. Hutson if he contacted 
him further regarding the matter* 

Dr. Woodbury contacted Dr. Skinner by telephone regarding 
an opinion on the ceiling price established for apple 
sirup for the current season, which opinion had been 
given by Dr. R. Henry Morris, 3rd of the ERRL taxSf*. 
in a letter addressed by him to Mr. Harry Clowse of the 
OPA. In Dr. Wells' absence. Dr. Skinner contacted 
Mr. R. E. Lathrop by telephone at the ERRL regarding this 
matter. Mr. lathrop read Dr. Morris' letter to Mr. 

Clowse over the phone and a transcription was made by 
Mrs. Jacobs. A copy of this letter was immediately sent 
to Dr. Woodbury, together with a copy of a memo left 
for Dr. Skinner by Dr. Mottem at the time he was in 
Washington on July 7 to attend a meeting in Mr. Berkley's 
office for the purpose of enabling the OPA to set 
a price ceiling on apple sirup. - Dr. Skinner instructed 
Mr. lathrop to caution the members of the laboratory 
about expressing opinion regarding matters cif policy 
which should be referred to the Chief of the Bureau. 
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Mr. Speh talked this morning with Mr. Paine at 
New Orleans, asking Mr. Pair® to arrange to be in 
Washington for about 5 days the first week of August. 

Mr. Van Arsdel will be here from the Western Lab, at 
the same time, to talk over a new program on compression 
of foods. WEB has made available $125,000 far the 
development of a coordinated program for study of 
compression of foods. ISO ,000 will come to this Bureau, 
the remaining $75,000 to be divided between Home Be 
and Plant Industry. Br. Woodbury is to head up the 
study. Mr, Paine thought he could be here Monday , 

August 2. 

Mr. Paine advised that he was sending Mr. Speh via 
a i rm ail today a rental agreement and statement explain¬ 
ing the situation in regard to some centrifuges which 
are at the Laurel Starch plant. If the centrifuges can 
be spared early in August, they are to be loaned to 
make separations in the sorgo work, the rental agree¬ 
ments are to cover the loaa and must be acted upon 
immediately so they will be ready in case the centrifuges 
are available. However, in case it is decided that 
the white potato starch work must be carried through 
without interruption (because of heavy potato shipment 
it will not be possible to loan the centrifuges. 

Mr. Paine wished Mr. Speh to say which work should take 
precedence in case there were a conflict - the white 
potato starch work or the sorgo work. Mr. Speh said 
he thought the white potato starch work was of imediate 
necessity, while the sorgo work was a long time research 
project. 
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Conference in Dr Woodbury's office. Present - Magnus 
May, Woodbury and Speh. 2j hours discussion on the 
general food compression program. No decisions reached. 
Speh reported that Van Arsdel will be here Saturday, 

July 31 and Paine will be here Monday, August 2. 

Woodbury stated that Proctor had recommended Howard Vwi-wfr-H 
Melville, now with the Philadelphia Laboratory, as the 
engineer to take charge of the compression work (Soeh 
examined Melville's personnel record and based upon 
statements of Gilleland and others, feels that Melville 
will not do). The next m eeting will be held in 
Dr. Woodbury's office on Monday, August 2. 

Mr. Mattinack of OEW called to state that the Miami 
office of OEW had notified him that the 18 bags of rubber 
roots from the Belgian Congo (approximately 6OO$0 
would have to be removed from the Miami warehouse - 
that the railroads had notified the OEW that they could 
not make shipment unless freight was prepaid on Govern¬ 
ment bill of lading. Speh telephoned Lathrop, ERRL, 
explained situation and Lathrop said he recalled there 
was.something in the office about it but he was not 
familiar with it. Suggested that Errl issue Government 
bill of lading for the shipment, sending to Mr. R. R. 

Brown, 809 Postal Bldg., 327 N.E. 1st Ave., Miami. 

Mr. Cardon called, notifying of a meeting in his office 
on Tuesday at 10 A.M. to discuss the work project report 
as submitted by this Bureau. 


C.F.Speh 
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Mr. Lothrop, ERRL, telephoned that bill of lading has 
been sent to cover shipment of rubber roots from the 
Belgian Congo from Miami to Philadelphia. If they 
are found to be alive when they arrive, Mr. Speh 
instructed that some of them be sent here to Washington 
to Dr. L. G. Pohlhamus of BE&PQ, and he will arrange 
to have ttiem sent to Miami for test plantings. 


^r. Speh discussed with Dr. Keyes the Balls-Tucker 
tes-cs. Lr. Keyes indicated that all reports coming 
to him from others than Tucker indicate that the 
process is encountering serious obstacles. It seems 
to be^ generally agreed that the process is very promis¬ 
ing; however, it will take quite some time to work 
out the bugs. Dr. Keyes suggests that if we have 
not already done so, that arrangements be made to send 
copies of Balls or Tucker’s reports to the members of 
the Alcohol Advisory Committee, namely. May, Boyer Hall 
(PS) and Keyes. He suggested that we contact May and 
arrange that May make available to us for notation and 
return, a copy of Stallings' and other reports which are 
being received by May and McBride. These reports should 
be read by the Office of the Chief and initialed by 
Dr. Balls, Dr. Keyes suggests that Herrick can arrange 
with Singer of the Century Plant to see the copy that" 
inger receives. It is also suggested that because 
this is an OPRD test and we are merely in on it as 
technical advisors, that Tucker submit his reports to 
Stallings before he sends them in and have them 
initialed by Stallings. This does not mean that Stallings 
is to hold up the report or to have them rewritten; 
however, it will give Stallings the opportunity of 
filing a supplemental statement in the event he” does 
not agree with Tucker’s findings. 



soybeans. May is to contact Jasspon and ar 
a conference to discuss releasing the data. 
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Conierence .4n Ur. Cardon’s office. Presents McPhee, 
Boswell, Boyd, Schoenhals, Donovan, Speh and Cardon, 
Chairman. Discussed the proposed cooperative agreement 
between the BPISAE, BAIC, BAI and U. S. Sugar Corpora¬ 
tion. Each paragraph ms discussed and certain revisions 
made. Agreement is to be rewritten and copies orovided 
as follows: 2 to PBISAE; 1 to BAIC and 1 to lynch. 

Copies of covering transmitting letters to be sent to 
Mr, Oardon# 

7* Was in t0 ^scuss with Mr. Speh his request 

BUr Tu f u ™ ish raone y for Preparing blueprints for 
* f idehydrator now in process of construction 
at Beltsvilie (his memo to Dr. Skinner of July 9 J and 
also inquiring regarding his disposition when he returns 
to the Bureau August 15 . Mr. Speh told Mr. Noel 
that these matters were being handled by Dr. Skinner 
and would be taken up by him. 

Dr. DeBord was in to make inquiry regarding possible 
vacancies as bacteriologist in the Southern and Western 
La oratories. Dr. DeBord has already submitted his 
application to Dr. McParlane at the ERRL. Dr. DeBord was 
requested to supply Mr. Jack with two additional copies ’ 
ox his application, one of each of which would be sent 
to the Southern and Western Labs. 

In a long distance telephone call with the Northern 
Regional Laboratory, Mr. Speh discussed with Dr. 

Hilbert and Mr. Goss the subject of the report on 
yields of oils from damaged soybeans which was submitted 
to Mr. Jasspon of the CCC. Mr. Goss reported the 
results of a conference on soybeans held on July 27 and 
promised to put in the airmail tonight a written report 
of ohis meeting. In general, Mr. Jasspon questions the 
results of the test run by the Laboratory. 

Discussed with Dr. Hilbert a telegram received from 
A* 'ne®r iste r» Acting Director of the Supply Division of 
the Office of the Coordinator of InterAmerican Affairs, 
Washington, D. C., in which the NRRL is requested to make 
available the services of a technical consultant for the 
production of a motion picture in Hollywood on soybean 
cu. ovation and utilization in human and animal nutrition. 
This wire had gone direct to Mr. Herrick but because no 
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address was given of Mr. Brister, the wire was relayed 
to this office. Dr. Hilbert stated that they had 
no competent person available and suggested that the 
matter be referred to ARA for submission to Plant 
Industry. This wire resulted from a call by Dr. 
Viehover to Mr. Speh on July 27 making this request. 
Mr. Speh stated that a written requesting stating the 
objective should be submitted. 
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Mr. Speh and Mr. Donovan visited Dr. Skinner at the 
hospital to discuss various matters which required 
early action. On return to the office these matters 
were handled. 

Mr. Speh called Dr. May and discussed with him - 

(1) arranging of a confemece with Mr. Jasspon of the 
the CCC to discuss differentials for damaged soybeans 

(2) setting of the date for the Norelac conference. 
Dr. May indicated definitely that the setting of the 
date was entirely within the province of this Bureau, 
that Mr. Hutchman did not plan to s et the date# Mr. 
.Herrick was so notified by wire. 

(3) In regard to appointing Collaborators 1 Committees 
as suggested by the NRRL, it was suggested to Mr. 
Herrick that the NRRL submit a plan for Dr. Auchter f s 
approval. 

Agreement with U. S. Sugar Corporation revised and 
copies sent to Walter, Lynch, Cardon and Miller. 
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Friday, aatfetgajgy 30. 19^3 

Dr. Richards telephoned to Mr. Speh and stated that 
he was proposing to/end a letter to the manufacturers of 
penicillin and that he was planning to include in that 
letter a statement to the effect that each manufacturer 
should avail himself of the facilities of the Northern 
Regional laboratory to make assays for penicillin and not 
to hesitate to use Dr. Coghill as adviser* Mr. Speh 
stated that this might cause us some concern as to the 
possibility of meeting this condition and Dr. Richards 
said he had talked to Mr. Herrick and he had expressed 
the same feeling. However, Dr. Richards said that 
arrangements would be made to provide the neoessary 
personnel to meet the assay demands. Dr. Richards 
stated that he had contacted one of the penicillin 
manufacturers, vho is one of the heavier producers, 
and this manufacturer stated he would probably have 
two batches a week. Dr. Richards stated that five 
assays are made on each batch and that each assay is 
made in quadriplicate. This would make 1+0 tests a 
week for this one manufacturer. Dr. Richards further 
stated that there were seven of the larger manufacturers 
and that -this would make a totel of 280 tests a week, 
j.t was estimated that the nine remaining manufacturers 
either in production or entering production would 
probably require li+0 tests a week or a total of 1)20 
tests. Dr. Richards stated that he believes that 
the Food and Drug Administration will, at the end of 
two months, be in a position to take over these assays. 
Dr. Richards said Mr. Herrick had stated that the 
NRRL was now equipped with personnel and equipment 
to run 70 tests a day or 1+20 a week. Therefore, in 
order to meet the requirements of Dr. Richards it will 
be necessary to double the assay capacity* Dr. 

Richards said that this would be met by providing the 
needed personnel through the Bradley Institute - that 
the National Research Counoil would furnish the funds 
but that he would ask that the NRRL assist in locating 
the people* 

Mr. Herrick advised Mr. Speh by long distance phone 
that he had set August 1? as the date for the Norelac 
conference* 
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Friday, July 30 (continued) ( 




Conference in Dr. Woodbury’s office. Presents Woodbury, 
Pavcek (National Research Council), Godsm^(WB) f 
Titus (Cabot Co., makers of lamp black, etc,) and Speh. 
The purpose of the conference was to discuss a proposed 
method of dehydration of vegetables as developed by 
the Cabot Company. The method in brief is to use 
natural gas instead of air to carry off moisture. This 
natural gas is not burnt but! is used as it comes from 
the wells. Dr. Titus claims for the process that 
there is no loss of vitamin C in potatoes, carrots or 
cabbage. Also because of the adsorption of the natural 
gas by the dehydrated vegetable, the vegetables may be 
packed without the use of inert gas and showed greater 
stability then when inert gas is used. A meeting is 
to be held in Dr. Woodbury’s office, possibly on 
Saturday afternoon, July 31 * at which time we hope to 
have Mr. Van Arsdel present to enter into the discussion. 
It has been suggested that Idle data on vitamin retention, 
as reported by Prof. Roe of George Washington University, 
be submitted to the office of the Quartermaster General 
and if they are interested, arrangements be made for 
a large scale test. 


Mrs. Buford, State Dept, contacted Mr. Speh regarding 
a visit to the Western and Southern Laboratories by 
Dr. Lien Fang Chao of China, a delegate to the United 
Nations Food Conference recently held at Hot Springs, 
Va. Mr. Speh contacted Dr. Fracker and cleared 
permission for Dr. Chao to visit the laboratories. A 
wire was sent to the Western Lab. notifying them of 
Dr. Chao’s arrival on August 3 , and a memo was sexit to 
the Southern Lab. notifying of Dr. Chao’s arrival on 
August 25. 


Mr. Speh oalled Mr. Herrick on long distance phone 
regarding Dr. Richards’ request for penicillin assays. 
Herrick is to prepare a statement on funds, equipment 
and personnel requirements to take care of the increased 
demand. Mr. Speh notified Dr. Richards of his talk 
with Herrick. Dr. Richards says funds can be made avail* 
able in 24 hours after he knows the amount needed. 


J. Anthony Marcus, advisor to Senator Murray on 
Committee on Small Business (Ext. 1295 , Room h 32 . 
Senate Office Bldg.) wishes information on the possi¬ 
bility of using the molasses in Cuba, etc. to grow 
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Friday, July 30 (continued) 


yeast* Will ask Mr. Paine to prepare a statement when 
he reaches Washington on August 2 * 


Dr. May called regarding the butadiene report of July 
15 by Lathrop. Dr, May stated that Dr. Munster (WPB) 
had expressed a feeling to Dr. Gilliland that there was 
not as close cooperation between the NRRL and Seagrams 
at Louisville as was desirable* 



Saturday, July 51, 191+3 (Speh) 
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With Dr. May, Mr. Speh attended a conference in the 
office of Mr. Jasspon to discuss the report of the 
MRRL on damaged soybeans. The results and certain 
deductions as to price declines were reported to Mr 1 . 
Jasspon direct. The data on yields, etc., without 
a statement on penalties, was sent to the Areher- 
Daniels-Midland Co. Mr. Jasspon stated that he 
did not question the deductions but he felt that 
the factual data obtained by the test were incomplete 
due to the shortness of the runs, and therefore 
he felt that the information should not be released. 
Mr. Speh is notifying Mr. Herrick to this effect. 



Saturday, July 31. 191x3 (SpA) 
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Crafermee in the office of Prof. Prescott, Quarter- 

Ti tus F Mev f w Ce B i dg ; # Temporary A * Roam 11Q 2* Godston, 
If S' Ha7ce i» Van Arsdel, Speh and Capt. Junk 

of dthvd^i-? reS J nt % Purpose was discuss the process 
d^ydration developed by Dr. Titus of the Cabot 

lrLll* r *\ nAi ? r t 1 848 replaces **** ** the dehydration 
aid f resoott TO *7 much interested 

wf urn ? gh I ^ a l the process Should be given some study. 
He promised to discuss with the Procurement Division 

L,,!® determine if the Procurement Division would be 

dlhldmtld \7+l( 2 ° r 1 ° ent per lb * more for a product 
hydrated in this manner if the retention of Vitamin C 

T 8 a * h y Dr » Titus I (2) to determine if possible 

stoat weight of products the QMC would be willing to 
biy if processed in this manner. 

Mr. Speh arranged with Lt. Mattison (Ext. 6728-RE 7500) 
of Basic Economy Film Section of the Office of Inter- 
American Affairs that he would contact Mr. W. J. Morse of 
BPI and discuss the proposed cooperation on the pre«* 
paration of an animated cartoon film on the soybean and 
its uses as a food. Lt. Mattison is to contact Mr. 
Brister of the Food Section and explain the arrangement. 
Should it be found desirable, Mr. Morse can suggest 
bringing someone from this Bureau in to handle industrial 
utilization and someone from HH&HE# 
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Organization of Food Production Administration 
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A. G. Black 


Deputy Director (in Charge 

of Programs & Planning) D. A. Fitzgerald 


* * * * * 

Food Advisory Committee 

Dr. E. C. Auchter 
Mr. J. B. Hutson 


Liaison Officer for the 
Office of the Secretary 


Mr. S. B. Bledsoe 







COMBINED FOOD BOA RD 

(Appointed by the President June £ 


June 9, 1942) 


Members 



L. A. Wheeler, OAWR 

Jission 
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- , uoniDinea Food Board 





fe * I. Hutton, Combined Food Board 
P- B. Schwenger, OAWE 
E* A. Meyer, ?»TB 
W. W. Black, TJPB 

J. B. Wycoff, AMA 

K. S. Hollingshead, AG&E 

Br. Linar Jensen, Combined Food Board 















Lt. Col* Isker 

is Chief of the Subsistence 
Research Laboratory, in the 
Quartermaster Corps at Chicago 

Colonel Doriot 

is Chief of the Research 
Development Branch of the 
Military Planning Division of 
the Quartermaster Corps. 

Colonel Logan 

is Assistant Chief of the 
Subsistence Branch of the 
Quartermaster Corps and under 
Colonel Logan are Lt. Col Dunn 
and Lieut. Schiller. As far as 
the administration of the 
dehydration work is concerned, 

Lt. Col. Dunn has been delegated 
that work by Col. Logan. 

Colonel Howe 

is in the Surgeon Genera.l's 
office concerned primarily with 
nutrition and has no connection 
at all with the Quartermaster 
Depot. 
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